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Abstract

The dissertation examines the socio-political relationships between Siam®and
Western countries from 1855 to the end of the Second World War through the
interpretation of the diplomatic compounds of Britain, France, and the United States in
Bangkok in order to reveal the actual circumstances of the exceptional relationships
between Siam and Western nations during the colonial era. These three nations were
selected for the study as they were the first three to establish their consulates in Siam
after the signing of the Anglo-Siamese treaty, called the Bowring Treaty, in 1855 which
opened the country to the world system for the first time. In addition, they were also
the most influential nations in Siam during the period of study. At the time, Siam
encountered the increasing Western influences in the region. With this awareness, the
Siamese king did much to encourage the growth of interaction with the outside world by
giving Western countries the extraterritoriality and the right to erect their consulates in
the kingdom. The increasing interaction, at the same time, led to Western
encroachment on Siamese territory. However, Siam was the only country in Southeast
Asia that retained its independent status.

This study does not study only the general terms of the history such as the

political, administrative, economic, religious, educational or cultural institutions, but

! "Siam" was the former name of what today is called "Thailand". The country's name changed
on June 24, 1939. "Siamese", which is used to refer to the natives or inhabitants of Siam, was
then replaced by "Thai". Although this dissertation covers the period both before and after the
change of the country's name (1855 - WWII), uses "Siam" as the name of the country and
"Siamese" to refer to the people throughout the entire study due to the fact that the majority of
the period discussed is before 1939.
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also the coordination of these terms with the history of Western diplomatic properties
in Siam. Instead of looking at the architectures of diplomacy in terms of iconicity by
analyzing only their appearances, this dissertation also interprets them as the entire
process of the development of the international relations. Apart from the architectural
elements, this study examines them through the spatial arrangement of the compound,
the connection to the surrounding contexts, the acquisition of the properties, and their
maintenance and renovations. The correlation between the history of the diplomatic
compounds and the history of international relations between Siam and Western
countries is finally illustrated as a manifestation of the Western perception towards

Siam, and vice versa.
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Chapter 1

Introduction

My first interest in studying Siamese® international relations with Western
countries through architectural representation was during my PhD study while
brainstorming a research topic for my “Advanced Theory Seminar” class. | found
pictures of murals in Wat® Bawon Niwet and Wat Barom Niwat, which have unusual
representations in terms of figures and elements depicted in the scene and their
arrangement. They are distinctly different from the traditional Siamese murals that | had
ever seen before. Taking a closer look at the murals, one sees that the people and
architecture in the scenes of the murals are Western. These raised a few questions why
did these old murals (more than 150 years old) have such figures and architecture?
What are ideas behind the paintings? What is the intention to create a new style of
Siamese mural? What is the designer trying to communicate?

My research revealed that these murals were painted by an eminent monk-
artist, Khrua In Khong, under the command of King Mongkut (1851-1910). One of the
reasons these murals have Western people and Western architecture in the scene was

that the king wanted to make ordinary Siamese acquaint with Western people and

! "Siam" was the former name of what today is called "Thailand". The country's name changed
on June 24, 1939. "Siamese", which is used to refer to the natives or inhabitants of Siam, was
then replaced by "Thai". Although this dissertation covers the period both before and after the
change of the country's name (1855 - WWII), uses "Siam" as the name of the country and
"Siamese" to refer to the people throughout the entire study due to the fact that the majority of
the period discussed is before 1939.

’> Wat is Buddhist temple in Thai language.
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ideas. The selected elements in the mural presented the king’s reformative visions to
modernize the country in response to the increase of Western influence in the region, as
well as in Siam itself. They, in fact, have much deeper meanings which will be discussed
in Chapter 2: The Processes of Modernization. My research concluded that there are
many more aspects to be learned about. Besides the king’s impression of the West,
what was the Western impression of Siam? What were the actual circumstances of the
relationships between Siam and the Western countries during the period that these
murals were created that informed such impressions? Is there any other medium
besides the murals that can be interpreted in this regard? These questions formed my
next objectives of study.

| came to the realization that in order to have a better understanding, the bigger
picture needed to be studied and interpreted. Rather than looking merely through the
general terms of history such as the political, administrative, economic, religious,
educational or cultural institutions, my analysis would be more nuanced. To me, what is
important in understanding historical events, in addition to those mentioned termes, is to
have some idea of the general ambiance of the events and the perception of the people
on the scene while these events were taking place in tandem with the progress of the
history. Thus, the methodology that best fits my research is to interpret the history
through architecture because it is the lasting historical evidence suggesting a series of
transpositions. It is also both process and product of planning, designing, constructing
and living which involves users, designers and patrons that give meanings to

architecture. Due to my interest in Siamese international relations with Western
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countries, the diplomatic properties of the Westerners in Siam are certainly one of the
best resources to be investigated.

Based on the history of Siamese international relations, the research begins with
the signing of the Anglo-Siamese treaty, called the Bowring Treaty in 1855, which was
signed during the reign of King Mongkut. At that time, Siam opened itself to the world
system for the first time. The treaty became a model of later Siamese treaties with other
countries, in which the United States and France were the second and the third ones
respectively. As a result, the number of Westerners coming to Siam significantly
increased compared to the previous reigns. The similar privileges that these nations
received based on the treaties was King Mongkut’s purposeful intention in order to
balance the powers of these colonizers as a way to stabilize Siamese sovereignty.® With
King Mongkut’s awareness of the Western Powers and how their influences would
increase in the future, the king started to modernize the country in order to survive
Western aggressions in the region during that time. He adapted Western ideas and their
advancements and reformed many aspects to develop the country. The king also did
much to encourage the growth of interaction with the outside world by giving them
extraterritoriality and the right to erect their consulates in the kingdom after the

Consulate of Portugal, the first diplomatic compound in Siam was established in 1820.*

3 Koompong Noobanjong, “Power, Identity, and the Rise of Modern Architecture: From Siam to
Thailand” (Doctoral dissertation, University of Colorado, 2003).

* The Consulate of Portugal in Bangkok was established in 1820 due to the long history of
relationships with Siam since 1511 when Ayutthaya was the capital of the country. The land was
originally given to build the Portuguese factory. In Damrong Rajanubhab, “The Introduction of
Western Culture in Siam,” Journal of the Siam Society 20 (1927): 93-94.
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The diplomatic properties of Britain, the United States, and France in Bangkok
are selected as the subjects of my dissertation, since they are the first three to be
established in the kingdom after the signing of the Bowring Treaty. In addition, these
three nations are also the most influential ones in Siam during the selected period of
study. However, their relations with Siam at that time are different depending on their
intentions for coming to Siam, their perception of the country, and vice versa. These
factors are represented through the architectures of diplomacy, as well as the history of
their constructions. The relocation of these properties and their renovations further
illustrate the actual circumstances and specific events that take place as the
relationships progress. With this realization, the end of the Second World War is
another turning point in the history of Siamese international relations and of the history
of these diplomatic properties. The United States, for example, became dominant in the
post-war period of Siam which was reflected through the last move of the American
embassy to a much finer place of residence in Bangkok, and which has served the
American diplomacy until the present time. The end of the war, therefore, becomes the
ending period of my research. The entire period of study is between 1855 to the end of
WW I, which serves as an important duration of time to demonstrate the insecure
situations of the Siamese relations with the three Western Powers during the colonial
period in the region, as well as of the diplomatic properties.

Instead of looking at the architectures of diplomacy in terms of iconicity by
analyzing only their appearances, this dissertation also interprets them through the

history of construction and renovation in parallel to the entire process of the
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development of the international relations. In addition to the architectural elements,
this study examines these diplomatic architectures through the spatial arrangement of
the compound, the connection to the surrounding contexts, the acquisition of the
properties, and their maintenance, expansion and renovations. Furthermore, the
dissertation does not study only the general terms of the history such as the political,
administrative, economic, religious, educational or cultural institutions, but also the
coordination of these terms with the history of Western diplomatic properties in Siam.
The diplomatic compounds are, | argue, a manifestation of the Western perception
towards Siam, and vice versa. These properties were constructed through the
compromise between the host nation and the Western country to establish its
diplomacy. In this case, the actual circumstances of their relationships will be revealed
and an attempt to answer the following specific questions:

1. What was the Western perception of Siam during the studied period and what
was the Siamese perception of the West?

2. How did the interactions between Siamese and Westerners, and among the
Westerners themselves affect these diplomatic properties and the built
environment in Bangkok? Conversely, how did these built environments
influence their relationships?

3. How were the physical forms and spatial arrangements of Western diplomatic
compounds in Bangkok manipulated to establish political influence during the
colonial period?

4. How did each country represent itself through these architectures?
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5. How did these diplomatic compounds acquire their lands in Siam? How were

they constructed and maintained?

1.1. Purpose of the Study

The history of the relationships between Siam and Western countries from 1855
to the Second World War has been widely investigated since the latter half of the
twentieth century. What interests the historians of Siamese studies is that it is a period
of change and reform that brought Siam into the modern era. This event was a result of
the Western colonial influence in Asia, and in the country, both directly and indirectly.
Siam, however, was the only nation in Southeast Asia that retained its independent
status. Even though the kingdom shared a similar experience with the neighboring
colonies and lost some of its territory to the Western Powers, it did not suffer from
internal collapse. This exceptional case demonstrates the distinctive relationship
between Siam and Western nations and the interaction between them as exhibited
through the architecture of diplomacy.

There is very little research on the architecture of Westerners who worked or
resided in Siam, not to mention the architecture of diplomacy during the period of
study. Most of the studies focus on the architecture of Siamese people that were
adapted or transplanted from those of the West or had Western influence during the
period of colonization. Contemporary research focuses more on the transformations of
architecture and urban form in Siam, especially in Bangkok in this period, as the way

Siamese aristocrats exhibited their self-image in order to legitimize their superiority and
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political power over the commoners. The architectural transformations were analyzed in
relation to the concept of civilization and progress which was indigenized as “Siwilai”.’
The famous works: The Quest for “Siwilai”: A Geographical Discourse of Civilizational
Thinking in the Late Nineteenth and Early Twentieth-Century Siam of Thongchai
Winichakul (2000),° and the PhD dissertation Building Siwilai: Transformation of
Architecture and Architectural Practice in Siam during the Reign of Rama V, 1868-1910
by Pirasri Povatong (2011) are good examples of such studies.

Chomchon Fusinpaiboon’s (2014) in his PhD dissertation “Modernisation of
Building: The Transplantation of the Concept of Architecture from Europe to Thailand,
1930s-1950s” 7 further investigates them through the concept of modernity in
architecture. To him, the transplantation of Modern Architecture in Siam was a hybrid
process created by the Siamese to modernize the traditional concept of building.® In his
analysis, even though the initial motives of this transnational/transcultural modern
architecture in Siam are clearly described, its architectural style overlapped with
Siamese architecture that has been directly influenced by Western models. As a result,

the terms used to define the style of architecture during this period are ambiguous and

unclear. Due to this ambiguity, my dissertation tries to avoid defining the architectural

> Pirasri Povatong, “Building Siwilai: Transformation of Architecture and Architectural Practice in
Siam during the Reign of Rama V, 1868-1910” ((Doctoral dissertation, University of Michigan,
2011), 1.

® Thongchai Winichakul, “The Quest for ‘Siwilai: A Geographical Discourse of Civilization Thinking
in Late Nineteenth and Early Twentieth Century Siam” Journal of Asian Studies 59, no.3 (2000):
528-549.

’” chomchon Fusinpaiboon, “Modernisation of Building: The Transplantation of the Concept of
Architecture from Europe to Thailand, 1930s—1950s” (Doctoral dissertation, University of
Sheffield, 2014)

® See Fusinpaiboon, “Modernisation of Building”.
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style, and goes beyond its definition by elucidating the architecture through its
representation and interpretation in relation to the socio-political contexts. More
importantly, the existing research is typically written through the Siamese perception.
The Western ideas imposed upon the physical form and spatial arrangement is rarely
mentioned.

In response to these absences, the diplomatic architecture of Western countries
in Bangkok will be examined as the interpretation of the international relations between
Siam and Western countries. These subjects of study are not only the architecture of the

West in Siam, but also illustrate the Western perception towards Siam, and vice versa.

1.2. Conceptual Frameworks

To investigate the representation of architecture as a physical manifestation of a
socio-political relationship between Siam and Western countries, a larger picture of the
related accounts needs to be addressed for a thorough understanding of the topic. First,
the architecture and the spatial arrangements as representations of culture, society and
power will be examined. The interpretations of these physical forms have deeper
meanings than what architects, patrons, or the state claim. Lefebvre’s Spatial Triad
suggests an approach to organizational analysis that facilitates the examination of
social, physical and mental spaces that provide an integrated view of architecture.
Furthermore, the concepts of Orientalism and Occidentalism are also discussed as the
socio-political perceptions from both the Western and the Siamese points of view.

These perceptions take into account the complex situation of Siam’s independence
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during the subject period and they particularly help in understanding the interaction
and relationship between Siam and Western countries.

The independent status of Siam relates to the notion of Nationalism of both Siam
and Western countries, which is one of the influences on their relationships. The
diplomatic compound of the West in Siam performs as a representation of the Western
country, as well as an ‘Imagined Community’ of the West in Siam. Even though it is not
located in its own country, the diplomatic compound operates as though it is its own
national territory. The last part of this research framework will therefore discuss these

terms in relation to the Siamese nationalist ideology.

1.2.1. Architecture as Representation of Culture, Society, and Power

The meaning of the architecture and space goes far beyond the interpretation
within their own fields of study. The interconnections with other disciplines have been
discussed and criticized by political, social, cultural, and geographical disciplines. As
such, any singular point of view suggested to a total process of connections would be
highly problematic. The search for its meaning involves many implicit ideas which make
up a theoretical position. The dissertation argues that architecture is a social, cultural,
and political arrangement through which bodies experience conceptual ideas in lived
space. Therefore, this section proposes how the meaning of architecture and space
connects to the other disciplines.

First, to search for the meaning of architecture within its own field, most

analytical tools have their origins in art history, in which style development, articulation,
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iconography and perception are examined. The meanings, however, have very little
social or cultural context on their own. This traditional analysis, Markus (1993) suggests,
was established in the Renaissance post-Vitruvian era, and was elaborated in
seventeenth- and eighteenth-century France. In the nineteenth century, it was
transformed under the influence of German idealism and archeology which was
extensively developed in the first half of the twentieth century.’ For instance, according
to Frankl (1914), form has three components: spatial composition; mass and surface;
and the effects of light, color and other optical phenomena, in which the combination
between them and functions imposed by them give meaning about the world. These
three elements refer to the geometry of space, the concrete material, and the changing
images with every viewpoint respectively that unite in the mind into a single
sensation.’® To him, designers are the ones who create the meanings which are evoked
for everyone who experiences the building. The meanings will therefore, never change,
and everyone’s understanding about the building will be the same.** This ideology leads
to the misunderstanding about architecture and space since they have been converted,
modified, and used differently over time with regards to the changing society, culture,
and political environment. Thus, their meanings have consequently changed. In this
case, the socially constructed nature of space has been ignored. What is left is merely

Euclidean space in which the philosophical thought treated as an ‘absolute’ and a ‘space

® Thomas Markus, Building and Power: Freedom and Control in the Origin of Modern Building
Types (London: Routledge, 1993), 11.

¥ Ibid.

" Ibid,
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of reference’.'? The interaction between spaces and our lived experiences, which gives
meaning to space, is neglected.

For a better understanding of the meanings of space and architecture, the
interconnection between the physical form, culture, society, and politics needs to be
addressed. This study employs Lefebvre’s argument in The Production of Space (1991) as
a framework. His analysis connects mental space (the space of the philosophers) to
actual space (the physical and social spheres in which we live). It suggests space is
fundamental to our lived experience of the world. We conceive and move it from the
realm of the abstract to become the foundation of our engagement with the world. To
him, every experience is comprised of three interrelated aspects of space: Spatial
practice (the perceived space), Representations of space (the conceived space), and
Representational space (the lived space). These are what Lefebvre called a “spatial

13 that are inseparable and overlap

triad”. They are “the three moments of social space
one another.

Spatial practice embraces “production and reproduction, and the particular
locations and spatial sets characteristic of each social formation.”** It occurs within the
material space of experience and perception. It enables individuals to participate

effectively in a spatial event. In this sense, buildings are not just material spaces or

artifacts, but transformations of space through objects.’® According to Hillier and

12 Henri Lefébvre, The Production of Space (Oxford: Blackwell, 1991), 285.

2 bid., p.40.

“bid., p.33.

1> Bill Hillier, and Julienne Hanson, The social Logic of Space (New York: Cambridge University
Press, 1984), 1.
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Hanson (1984), “buildings create and order the empty volumes of space resulting from

"8 The ordering of space is about the ordering of relations

that object into pattern.
between people.'” Architecture, in this sense, is what Markus (1987) calls “classifying
devices” which reproduce such social classes through the framing of social relations,
where form, space, and function demonstrate both power and bond relations. Society,
consequently, enters into the very nature and form of buildings. We are then able to
recognize society by a certain form.™®

Representations of space, according to Lefebvre, are the dominant spaces in
society and the conceptualized space constructed out of symbols, codifications and
abstract representations.'® In other words, they are spaces as they were conceived and
represented. They are the manifestations of our mental constructs — the spaces of our
rational and abstract understandings that provide a concrete guideline for how thought
can become action. It is this aspect that codifies epistemological approaches to
understanding, against which claims of knowledge and truth are evaluated. Architects,
urban designers, and patrons play a crucial role in this regard. They have manipulated
the design and the built environment to promote their ideas and legitimize their

powers, whether intentionally or unintentionally. To Vale (1992), the design of

architecture “is not some value-neutral aesthetic applied to efforts at urban

*® Ibid.

Y Ibid., 2.

¥ Thomas Markus, “Buildings as Classifying Devices,” Environment and Planning 14 (1987): 30-
31.

9 Henrj Lefébvre, The Production of Space, (Oxford: Blackwell, 1991), 38-39.
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development but is, instead, an integral part of the motives driving that
development.”?°

Lastly, Representational space is the space of lived experience, “as directly lived
through its associated images and symbols, and hence the space of ‘inhabitants’ and
‘users’.”*! In other words, it is the space that overlays physical space as it is lived in the
course of everyday life. As such, there are “the lived spaces of sensations, the
imagination, emotions, and meanings that were incorporated into daily life.”* This kind
of space embraces the partiality of representation and knowledge systems. Its unique
character is achieved in conjunction with, while not being completely constrained by,
the structures of Spatial practices and Representations of space that have developed to
provide the necessary cohesion for successful social interaction.

In the case of architectures in Siam, for instance, their meanings are often
overlooked by conventional studies. One of the first research projects on this issue was
the PhD dissertation by Noobanjong (2003). It examines the evolution of Western and
Modern architecture in Siam and demonstrates “how various architectural ideas have
contributed to the physical design and spatial configuration of places associated with

72 The case studies are throne halls,

negotiation and allocation of political power.
parliaments, and government and civic buildings in Siam since the 1850s. By focusing on

the political power in particular, the relationships between architecture, society, and

20 awrence J. Vale, Architecture, power, and national identity (New Haven: Yale University
Press, 1992), viii.

21 Henri Lefebvre, The Production of Space, (Oxford: Blackwell, 1991), 39.

22 Henri Lefebvre, The Production of Space, (Oxford: Blackwell, 1991), 33, 38-39.

23 Koom pong Noobanjong, “Power, Identity, and the Rise of Modern Architecture: From Siam to
Thailand” (Doctoral dissertation, University of Colorado, Denver, 2003), iv.
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culture, are hardly mentioned. The lived experience, in this sense, has been disregarded.
Even though these cases were influenced by Western architecture, the cases in his
research are strictly Siamese architectures, thus their interpretations are derived from
an only Siamese point of view.

To fill this gap, this dissertation examines the cases that could demonstrate the
interaction between the Siamese and Westerners. The aforementioned discourses have
shed light on a wide range of possibilities in investigating architecture through society,
culture, and power. At the same time, they affirm the way to study social, cultural, and
political ideas through architecture. Architectures, according to King (1980), are
consequences of social needs in which they accommodate a variety of functions —
economic, social, political, religious and cultural.?* Society’s ideas, including social
organization, its distribution of resources and authority, its activities, and the beliefs and
values of any one period of time, dominate their appearance, size, location and form.
These are not simply governed by climate, material, or topography.*®

Thus, the interpretation of architecture goes far beyond what we visually
perceive. It is a complex and complicated process. Although Lefebvre’s “spatial triad”
seems abstract, its implications can be used as an analytical tool for my analysis to
consider space as a resource to investigate the society and the spatial events.
Accordingly, the key part of my analysis, in Chapter 4, will apply the concept of “spatial

triad” to the interpretation the diplomatic compounds in regard to these three matters:

** Anthony King, Buildings and Society: Essays on the Social Development of the Built
Environment (London: Routledge, 1980), 1.
% |bid.
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Land Allotment and Negotiation; Spatial Arrangement, Adaptation and Construction of

the Compounds; and Architecture and Representation of Diplomacy.

1.2.2. The Concepts of ‘Orientalism’ and ‘Occidentalism’

As mentioned earlier, although the country was able to maintain its
independence, Siam could not escape the nineteenth-century Western colonial
influences imposed on its neighboring countries. It voluntarily accepted Western
superiority of knowledge and technology, which is evident by the signing of the Bowring
Treaty with Great Britain in the mid-nineteenth century, opening the nation to the
West. According to Winichakul (1994), Siam had to redefine the country’s geographical
boundaries and geo-body®® due to the approaching colonial powers of the West.?’
Furthermore, the binary concept of East (Siam) and West has come to be defined as
what has been considered ‘Thai’ [Siam] or ‘Thainess’ as the resistance to something
‘Western’ in order to retain what is believed to be Siamese/ Thai identity. In other
words, it refers to the concept of ‘we-self’ vs. ‘others’.?® This concept of binary
opposition originally demonstrates the Eurocentric construction of this term where it
separates the Occident from the Orient. Orientalism (1979) by Edward Said is a pioneer

work of this discourse. Rather than illustrating a real discourse about the Orient, this

concept is a human production, to distinguish difference and created as a sign of

%® The concept of geo-body refers to a territory and its related values and practices. It is
‘discursively created.” See more in Thongchai Winichakul, Siam Mapped: A History of the Geo-
Body of a Nation (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1994).

%’ Thongchai Winichakul, Siam Mapped: A History of the Geo-Body of a Nation (Honolulu:
University of Hawaii Press, 1994).

* |bid., 64.
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European power over the Orient.”® To him, this idea is an integral part of European
material civilization and culture. Said calls the operation of this idea ‘imaginative
geography’, which describes not only representations of other places — peoples,
landscapes and cultures — but also the ways in which these representations project the
desires, fantasies and preconceptions of their authors and the power between them and
their subjects.’® It was used as a strategy to claim the West’s power over its colonized
cities. According to Orientalism, imperialism shaped the discourse of both academic
studies and Western literature by creating stereotypes of the non-Western world.

This postcolonial discourse has only recently been proposed to apply to Siamese/
Thai studies because the word ‘colonial’ explicitly contradicts the notion that Siam is the
only nation in Southeast Asia that was never colonized. The country, however, did
experience the colonial condition. Accordingly, this situation is defined as ‘semicolonial’,
a popular term for Thai Maoists of the 1950s, as ‘crypto-colonial’, the word used by
Michael Herzfeld in Siamese/Thai modernity discourses, or as ‘hybrid’, the concept
favored by Thongchai Winichakul and Peter Jackson.*

The distinctive relationship between Siam and Western countries according to
Siam’s independence during the period of colonialism in the region and the concept of
‘Occidentalism’ gives another perspective that could help explain the unique Siamese

situation. Pattana Kitiarsa, a prominent Siamese scholar, suggests that this concept is

2 Edward W. Said, Orientalism (New York: Vintage Books, 1979), 6.

**Ibid.

3! Chakrabarty, Dipesh, “Forward: The Names and Repititions of Postcolonial History,” in The
Ambiguous Allure of the West: Traces of the Colonial in Thailand, ed. Rachel V. Harrison, Peter A.
Jackson (Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press, 2010), ix.
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not simply a reversal of Western Orientalist logic and power/knowledge relations, but
the historically and culturally rooted system of epistemological tactics employed by
Siam's rulers and intellectual elites to turn Western ‘Otherness’ into ambiguous objects
of those elites' desires to be modern and civilized.>> He then refers to the works of
Davisakd Puaksom, one of the first Siamese historians to deal with Occidentalism, that
“The Thai elites have historically constructed images of their non-Siamese ‘Others’ in
order to “self-consciously insist that “We’ - Siam are not uncivilized or barbaric.”* This,
as suggested by Rachel V. Harrison, was the way in which “an auto-, or crypto-colonizing
elite voluntarily adopted and adapted strategies of power from the West” which was “a

734 at that time. By doing so, they

dominant political and cultural force in the region
gained favor and advantage. This idea of adaptation has also been supported by other
non-Siamese scholars such as Fred Riggs (1966) and Peleggi (2002), in the way it was a
transformation in the total polity and displayed cultural civility in comparison to
Western standards, and at the same time functioned as local legitimization, shoring up
both the real and the symbolic powers of the Siamese elite.*

This concept of ‘Orientalism’ and ‘Occidentalism’ therefore helps shape the idea

of my dissertation to analyze the actual circumstances of the relationships between the

32 pattana Kitiarsa, “An Ambiguous Intimacy: Farang as Siamese Occidentalism,” in The
Ambiguous Allure of the West: Traces of the Colonial in Thailand, ed. Rachel V. Harrison, Peter A.
Jackson, 58-59.

**Ibid., 59.

** Rachel V. Harrison, “The Allure of Ambiguity: The “West” and the Making of Thai Identities,” in
The Ambiguous Allure of the West: Traces of the Colonial in Thailand, ed. Rachel V. Harrison,
Peter A. Jackson, 16.

*>Fred W. Riggs, Thailand: The Modernization of a Bureaucratic Polity (Honolulu: East-West
Center Press, 1966); Maurizio Peleggi, Lords of Things: The Fashioning of the Siamese
Monarchy's Modern Image (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 2002).
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Western nations and Siam during the period of colonization in the region through their

interactions and the impressions towards each other.

1.2.3. Imagined Communities and Siam’s Nationalism

In the case of Siam, according to Thongchai Winichakul, the notion of the
Siamese nation came into being in the late nineteenth century, especially during the
Paknam incident of 1893 when the Siamese ruling elite realized the importance of maps
since the French underlined their claim to territory with the help of maps. Prior to this,
Siam was a non-bounded kingdom. Overlapping or multiple sovereignties were common
in Siam, by which small states paid tribute to two or more overlords and yet they
remained sovereign.>® There was then the difference of Siamese concepts of sovereignty
and Western notions of nationhood.

Until the period of European imperialism in the region, mapping was required to
define rigid borders of sovereignty and nationhood as a political geography. When the
Siamese rulers encountered the West, they realized that mapping was a powerful
means of dealing with the issue of boundaries. “They had come to believe that modern

37 The map gave birth to what

geography was the only language the West would hear.
Winichakul called the ‘geo-body’ of the Siamese nation, a new entity represented by the

image of Siam on it. To Winichakul (1994), “the geo-body of a nation is a man-made

*® Thongchai Winichakul, “Siam Mapped: Making of Thai Nationhood,” The Ecologist 26, no. 5
(1996). https://go-gale-
com.proxy.libraries.uc.edu/ps/i.do?p=EAIM&u=ucinc_main&id=GALE%7CA19226240&v=2.1&it=
r&sid=summon

* 1bid.
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territorial definition which creates effects - by classifying, communicating, and
enforcement - on people, things, and relationships.... It is a source of pride, loyalty, love,
passion, bias, hatred, reason, unreason. It also generates many other conceptions and
practices about nationhood as it combines with other elements of nationhood.”*®
Nation, in this sense, is imagined.

According to Benedict Anderson in his Imagined Communities (2006), the nation
is “imagined as limited because even the largest of them, encompassing perhaps a
billion living human beings, has finite, if elastic, boundaries, beyond which lie other

739

nations.””” It is imagined because “the members of even the smallest nation will never

know most of their fellow-members, meet them, or even hear of them, yet in the minds

740 To Anderson, nationality, nation-ness, as

of each lives the image of their communion.
well as nationalism are, therefore, cultural artifacts of a particular kind. According to
Winichakul, the identity of a nation is then the effect of imagining about it, and
nationhood is an imagined sphere with no given identity or essence; it is cultural
construct.*!

In this sense, the diplomatic compounds of the West in Siam that were

constructed, renovated, and expanded as a representative of Western countries in Siam

could be regarded as Imagined Communities, which this dissertation will discuss further.

38 Thongchai Winichakul, Siam Mapped: A History of the Geo-Body of a Nation (Honolulu:
University of Hawaii Press, 1994), 17.
3% Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of
Nationalism (London; New York: Verso, 2006), 7.
40 .

Ibid., 6.
“! Winichakul, Siam Mapped, 14.
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According to Siamese nation and nationalism, Anderson and Winichakul gave
more importance to the contribution of the West to the development of the Siamese
nation and nationalism, both institutionally and ideologically. The geo-body was
therefore not a gradual evolution from the indigenous political space to a modem one
but was a sudden replacement of the former. The effects of European imperialism in
South East Asia were identified as key factors for the creation of the modern nation.*
Siamese nationalism in this colonial period was then promoted as a ‘modern
enterprise’®® project initiated by King Mongkut (1851-1868) and King Chulalongkorn
(1868-1910). Therefore, nationalism in Siam is usually regarded as commencing during
the reign of King Vajiravudh (1910-1925). Walter Vella (1978) considers King Vajiravudh
as the founding father of Siamese nationalism.**

However, Andreas Sturm in his dissertation, The King’s Nation: A Study of the
Emergence and Development of Nation and Nationalism in Thailand regards the period
under the reigns of King Mongkut and King Chulalongkorn as the period of ‘Monarchical
nationalism’ in Siam in which “the nation is not only tied symbolically to the figure of the

king but the king is also the dynamic (sometimes primary) political agent.” To him,

2 Andreas Sturm, “The King’s Nation: A Study of the Emergence and Development of Nation and
Nationalism in Thailand” (Doctoral dissertation, London School of Economics and Political
Science, 2006), 15.

*3 Michael Kelly Connors, Democracy and National Identity in Thailand. vol. 2 (London; New
York: RoutledgeCurzon, 2003), 5.

* Walter Vella, Chaiyo- King Vajiravudh and the Development o f Thai Nationalism (Honolulu,
1978), xiii.
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monarchical nationalism can also be regarded as a kind of ‘cultural nationalism.”*®

King
Vajiravudh is, on the other hand, regarded as a catalyst for the change from the
dominance of ‘monarchical nationalism’ to ‘political nationalism’.*®

It is clearly seen that the Siamese nation, as well as its international relations
with Western Powers were mainly shaped by the monarchy, even though it was not the
sole agent in developing the country. This dissertation focuses on the activities and

ideas of the Siamese monarchy in relation to the relationships with Western nations to

help interpret the architecture of diplomacy of the Western countries in Siam.

1.3. Research Methodology

The dissertation is chronologically conducted in coordination with a thematic
analysis. It is organized by the reigns of the kings of Thailand, which is called by Scott
Barme, the “Great Man” theory. To him, it is a one-sided analysis focusing only on the
royal elite which would hinder other related aspects.*’ This study, however, keeps the
same trajectory because, during the selected period from 1855 until the end of the
Second World War, Siamese commoners did not yet have any role in the international
relations between Siam and the Western countries, which is the focus of the

dissertation. The Siamese leaders, on the other hand, were the harbinger of the

> Andreas Sturm, “The King’s Nation: A Study of the Emergence and Development of Nation and
Nationalism in Thailand” (Doctoral Dissertation, London School o f Economics and Political
Science, 2006), 32-33.

¢ Andreas Sturm, “The King’s Nation: A Study of the Emergence and Development of Nation and
Nationalism in Thailand” (Doctoral Dissertation, London School of Economics and Political
Science, 2006), 160.

47 scott Barme’, Woman, Man, Bangkok: Love, Sex, and Popular Culture in Thailand (Lanham:
Rowman & Littlefield Publishers ,2002), 3.
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international interactions, as well as how the nation progressed. Therefore, this
research divides the period of study into two parts according to the main concept that
the national leaders used to govern the nation, as well as to respond to the Western
influences in the country. One is from 1855 when the Anglo-Siamese treaty, the Bowring
Treaty, was signed until 1910, when the reign of King Chulalongkorn ended. During this
time, Siam was considered to be in a period of modernization and reforms that
corresponded to the Western colonial influences in the country. The other period begins
when King Vajiravudh succeeded King Chulalongkorn in 1910 until the end of the Second
World War, where there was a rise of nationalist ideology.

Besides the chronological order, this research is also thematically organized. This
idea derived from the different degrees of interactions between Siam and Western
countries during the progress of their international relationships. In this regard, the
dissertation is carried out on a case study basis. The specific historical events and the
examples of projects initiated by national leaders that best represent the theme of each
section are selected and discussed in more detail. The discussion through the examples
aims to provide the supportive information to better understand the whole process of
these relationships.

The key analysis of the dissertation is the interpretation of the diplomatic
compounds of Britain, the United States, and France in Bangkok. They are analyzed
through the archival evidence, government records, photographs, newspapers,
architectural drawings, memoirs, journals, autobiographies, travel diaries, legal

documents, meeting minutes, and previous scholarly studies. For the study of the
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French diplomatic compound, this research owes much to the study of the unpublished
book La Residence De France a Bangkok, which was suggested by the staff at the
Embassy of France in Bangkok, Thailand. It is an insightful and comprehensive historical
document about the compound. It is a matter of my own linguistic limitations that
prevented me from examining the French dimension of this subject from French
records. Nonetheless, the French diplomatic compound is examined according to the
thematic concerns of this research similar to the other studied compounds.

The other parts of the study, which are examined in correlation to the
interpretation of the diplomatic compounds, are the fundamental aspects of the history
of Bangkok and the history of Siamese international relations with Western countries.
Like the interpretation of the diplomatic compound, these concerns are conducted
through the similar methodology and sources, although the elicit different modes of
interpretation. Additionally, the study of the settlements of these diplomatic
architectures in relation to the surrounding contexts of the development of Bangkok
and their spatial arrangements are primarily examined through maps and master plans

of the diplomatic compound.

1.4. Structure of the Dissertation

This dissertation is comprised of five chapters, with the first one introducing and
presenting the inspiration of the research leading to the research objectives, research
guestions, and methodologies for the study. Apart from the introduction and the

conclusion, each chapter is chronologically divided into two key periods, where some
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chapters also examine the additional period before or after the specific time period of
the study in order to emphasize their transitions. Each chapter begins with the period of
the signing of the Bowring Treaty in 1855 during the reign of King Mongkut (1855-1868)
until the end of the next reign, the period of King Chulalongkorn (1868-1910). The
second period of study starts when King Vajiravudh succeeded King Chulalongkorn in
1910 until the end of the Second World War.

Chapter 2: Historical Background of Siam consists of three parts according to
the chronological order of the study. It starts with Bangkok before the Bowring Treaty,
which provides the historical background of Bangkok before the specific period of study
in order to pave the way for understanding the physical form of the city which serves as
the venue of the following parts. It explains the city in the early age where the center
was concentrated within the city wall. Outside the wall, people mainly lived along the
waterways, the Siamese’s main transportation route and source of daily habits.
Westerners who came to the city during this period had to adjust their ways of living to
resemble the local ones, as well as to conform to the existing conditions of the city.

The second part of this chapter: The Processes of Modernization covers the
reigns of King Mongkut and King Chulalongkorn, and how the two kings tried to
modernize the country. It is divided into three sub-sections. The first one is Introducing
the Western World to the Siamese Masses where the murals in Wat Bawon Niwet, Wat
Barom Niwat are emphasized to illustrate King Mongkut's reformative vision to
modernize the country, as well as the responses of Siam to the Western Influences at

the beginning of the colonial period. King Chulalongkorn, on the other hand, exhibited
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national prestige through his voyage to Europe in 1897. The visions of these two kings
led to The Growth of Bangkok during the Period of Modernization (1855-1910). This
sub-section illustrates the dramatic change of Bangkok from 1855 to 1910. During this
period, Siam faced its most crucial situation due to the colonial intrusion of the West.
With the uncertain threat of several colonial Powers, Bangkok was modernized as well
as Westernized in every aspect according to the kings’ strategies for the country to
survive and to retain its independence.

The last part: The Rise of Nationalism and Refashioning the National Culture
presents the theme of nationalism as the Siamese response to their anxiety about the
uncertain threat of the West after territorial disputes with the West seemed to calm
down. In this regard, King Vajiravudh initiated the Wild Tigers corps in relation to his
ideology of Royal National Building. After the Siamese political revolution in 1932, the
new political regime led by Phibunsongkram launched the Siamese Cultural Mandates
project in order to remake the nation. At the end of this part, the growth of Bangkok is
again illustrated as the supportive evidence of the city’s development which is part of
the internal factors that affected the relocation and renovation of the diplomatic
compounds. Bangkok at that time is described as a city under development until it met
the Western residents’ satisfaction regarding facilities. However, Bangkok’'s urban
development was halted during the political revolution in 1932 until the end of the
Second World War when the dominant power of the revolutionary group declined.

Chapter 3: Siamese International Relations presents the Western perception, as

well as that of the Siamese, through their interactions as their relationships progressed.
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This chapter also provides the background of the Siamese international relations with
the Western Powers before signing the Bowring Treaty in 1855 in order to emphasize
the sharp shift in the international relations after the treaty was signed. Siam then
opened the kingdom to the outside world which led to Western encroachment on
Siamese territory. Due to this Western intrusion, some important evidences were
presented to describe Siam’s struggle for its independence during the period of
colonialism in the region. These examples demonstrate Western perception towards
Siam, and vice versa. The last part of this chapter studies the international relations of
Siam when it aimed to enter to the world stage by participating in the First and the
Second World Wars. Siam eventually became a member of the United Nations and
Siamese independence was recognized and guaranteed by all, which was its ultimate
goal.

Chapter 4: The Interpretations of Siamese International Relationships with the
Three Powers is divided into three sub-chapters according to the three studied nations —
Britain, the United States, and France. Each one starts with their relationships with Siam
during 1855-1910 followed by the relationships during 1910 - WW II. The next part is
The Products of Diplomacy and the Processes of Compromise interpreting the diplomatic
compounds of the three countries in Bangkok. They are analyzed through three
concerns.

First, the Land Allotment and Negotiation, presents how each nation acquired
Siamese land to establish their diplomatic compound. The different characteristics of

Siamese relations with Western countries influenced the location of the diplomatic
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compound, the sizes of the land plot they acquired, and the conditions of the property
for the diplomatic purposes. The first period of study, from 1855 to 1910, was mainly
about the establishment of Western diplomatic compounds in Bangkok and their
maintenance, while the second period, from 1910 to the end of the Second World War,
was predominantly focused on the idea of relocation.

Second, Spatial Arrangements, Adaptations and Construction of the Compounds,
analyses how the three Western countries planned, adapted, converted, and used the
properties in Bangkok they acquired from the Siamese to fit their diplomatic purposes.
The different degrees of relationships between the Western nations and Siam are
interpreted through the approach of the compound, the arrangement of the buildings
and their connections, the construction and adaptation, the spatial hierarchy within the
compound, and the relation to the surrounding context. These fundamental issues
demonstrate the interactions between spaces and lived experiences, including the
interactions between Westerners and the indigenous Siamese that give meaning to the
spaces. The various existing conditions of the compound were another factor affecting
the spatial arrangement of the compound. In this case, the matters of purpose-built vs.
non-purpose-built compounds play a major role in the analysis.

Lastly, Architecture and Representation of Diplomacy, are analyzed through how
each nation intentionally manipulated the design and the built environment of the
compound to promote the image of the nation and to express its political power
nationally and internationally; how these Western nations positioned themselves in the

Siamese view, as well as the worldview; and how these diplomatic architectures were
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adapted to fit the local context. The building’s decorations, the architectural elements,
the physical size of architecture, and the harmonious design of the buildings in the
compounds are the main concerns to be examined in this analysis. They illustrate the
connections between the representations and the relationships between these Western
countries and Siam, and among themselves. It argues that the Western nations
manipulated their powers and superiorities through these architectural elements. The
interpretations are therefore, not only through the architectural fields of study, but also
incorporate cultural developments, political statements, social structures, and national
impressions. In other words, the architectural meanings are generated through
representation. The correlations between these issues and the history of Siamese
international relations as well as Bangkok’s urban development, demonstrate the entire
process of the development of the international relationships in which the Western
perception towards the Siamese, and that of the Siamese towards the West, are also
illustrated.

Chapter 5: Conclusions summarizes and gives critical comments on architecture
as a representation of socio-political relationships between Siam, Britain, the United
States, and France during the period of the signing of the Bowring Treaty in 1855 to the
end of the Second World War. It compares the analysis of the diplomatic compounds of
the three studied nations in Bangkok in relation to the coordination of the history of the
international relations with the history of the diplomatic compounds. The
interpretations of the architecture of Western diplomacy in Bangkok reveals the actual

circumstances of the exceptional relationships between Siam, who was the only nation
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in Southeast Asia to retain its independent status, and the Western countries, who
threatened that exceptional status of Siam. As the diplomatic compounds were
established through the compromise and negotiations between the country that post
their representatives and the host country, the conclusions are divided into two major
concerns. The first one is the internal factors of the host country which affected the
representations of the architecture of diplomacy, as well as the international

relationships. The other one is the influences from the other parties who exotically

settled in the host country.
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Chapter 2

Historical Background of Siam

2.1. Bangkok before the Bowring Treaty

Bangkok was established as the new capital city of Siam in 1782 by King
Phraphutthayotfa Chulalok (Rama 1), the first king of the Chakri dynasty which has been
the reigning dynasty up to the present king, King Rama X. Prior to moving the capital to
Bangkok, the former capitals were Sukhothai (1238-1351), Ayutthaya (1351-1767) and
Thonburi (1767-1782), respectively. During the periods of these other capitals, Bangkok
was a fishing village and small trading port. The last move of the capital was the
relocation from the opposite side of Chao Phraya River — Thonburi on the east bank, to
Bangkok on the west bank of the river.

The city’s name, Bangkok, appears to come from bang, meaning a riverbank
village, and kok or makok, a wild olive or bitter plum." In the early years of the Bangkok
capital-period, the city was mainly concentrated within the area of the city walls with
the palace in the center. The royal seat was replicated in the realm of the pivotal place
of Mount Meru which was the abode of god in the Brahmanic cosmology. The physical

form of the Bangkok was designed in the form of a mandala®, stimulating the layout of

! Ross King, Reading Bangkok (Singapore: NUS Press, 2011), 2.

’> The mandala image, as depicted in tapestries, murals, and illustrated manuscripts “simplifies
the three-dimensionality of Mount Meru onto a two-dimensional topography —in effect an
aerial projection of Indra’s heaven atop Mount Meru, dividing the celestial city into an octagonal
ring of precincts surrounding the pre-eminent ninth precinct, the citadel, at the pinnacle — each
precinct identified with a Brahman deity possessing specific auspicious attributes, contributing
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Indra’s celestial city (Figure 2-1, 2-2). This implied the connection of the sovereign with
the sacred source of power.? Outside the city wall, there was no definite boundary
between the urban and the rural areas. They coexisted in the city in which the areas of
different activities, such as agriculture, residential, and commercial were interwoven.*
Similarly, different functions and purposes were also fused in the house. Aside from
temples, hardly any other specific building types were found. Houses in Siam were then
‘multi-purpose’. For example, government officials used their own houses as their

offices.’

to the integrity of the whole. See more in Edward van Roy, Siamese Melting Pot: Ethnic
Minorities in the Making of Bangkok (Singapore: ISEAS — Yusof Ishak Institute, 2017), 3.

* Maurizio Peleggi, Lords of Things: The Fashioning of the Siamese Monarchy's Modern Image
(Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 2002), 77.

* Roxana Waterson, The Living House: An Anthropology of Architecture in South- East Asia (New
York; Singapore: Oxford University Press, 1990), xix.

> Chomchon Fusinpaiboon, “Modernisation of Building: The Transplantation of the Concept of
Architecture from Europe to Thailand, 1930s—-1950s” (Doctoral dissertation, University of
Sheffield, 2014), 64.
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|| Bangkok

] Thonburi
------ Mandala perimeter/ axes

Figure 2-1: The original Bangkok mandala, 1782-85.
Source: compiled from Edward van Roy, Siamese Melting Pot: Ethnic Minorities in the Making of
Bangkok

| |Bangkok

| |Bangkok Citadel
------ Mandala perimeter/ axes

Figure 2-2: The Bangkok mandala, 1809.
Source: compiled from Edward van Roy, Siamese Melting Pot: Ethnic Minorities in the Making of
Bangkok.

32

www.manharaa.com



Houses in the central plain, especially in Bangkok, were categorized into three
main types: raft house, boat house, and detached house.® They were primarily located
on or near waterways, which were the Siamese’s main trade and transportation route,
as well as the source of daily habits for washing, bathing, and gardening. Raft houses
were dominant along the banks of Chao Phraya River and canals (Figure 2-3). Different
classes including noblemen, merchants, and commoners inhabited these quarters.
Similar to Siamese, some European traders also lived in raft houses before the King
allowed them to build houses on land.” This kind of house sat on bamboo rafts, was
linked with other raft houses and moored at the river bank. Its removable linkage
allowed the inhabitants to move their houses conveniently if they wanted to change the
location due to their work or business.® During the reign of King Rama IlI, there were
very few large buildings in the citadel except those that comprised the two royal palaces
and the temples. Palaces of princes and princesses who lived outside the walls were
poor wooden houses.” Even in the early period of King Mongkut’s reign (Rama 1V),
masonry work was still not a norm for the Siamese, especially in house building. The first
known building constructed with brick in Bangkok was the three-story British factory
called Hang Huntra, of Mr. Hunter, an influential Scottish merchant in Siam (Figure 2-4).

There were only a few similar buildings at the time except some places such as the

® Ibid., 65.

7 Frederick Arthur Neale, Narrative of a Residence at the Capital of the Kingdom of Siam
(London: Office of the National Illustrated Library, 1852), 31-32.

® Fusinpaiboon, “Modernisation of Building”, 65.

? Porphant Ouyyanont, “Physical and economic change in Bangkok, 1851-1925,” Southeast Asian
Studies 36, no.4 (1999): 443-4.
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palace of the second king, Phra Pinklao, or the house of Mr. Chandler, the American
missionary.10

Temples were also built in masonry which were deemed to last. They were also
elaborately decorated with specific features, such as Cho Fah, Bai Raka, and Hang Hong
on the roofs (Figure 2-5). These elements, however, would not be used to decorate the
houses of commoners, no matter how rich they were, in order to resemble those of
temples and palaces. According to Fusinpaiboon (2014), “well-to-do Siamese built

"1 Similar to other

masonry houses for both durability and expressing their high status.
Southeast Asian countries, this was a practice of social hierarchy, stratifying societies in

the way that the aristocracy were able to differentiate themselves from commoners.*

% Malinee Khumsupha, “Changes in Urban Bangkok 1855-1909: The Impact of the Settlement of
the British and their subjects” (Doctoral dissertation, Chulalongkorn University, 2011), 135.

" Fusinpaiboon, “Modernisation of Building”, 72.

12 \Waterson, ‘Houses and Hierarchies in Island Southeast Asia’, p. 58. Cited in Fusinpaiboon,
“Modernisation of Building”, 69.
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Figure 2-3: Floating house on the river, Bangkok
Source: John Bowring, The Kingdom and People of Siam: With a Narrative of the Mission to that
Country in 1855.

Figure 2-4: The “British factory” of Mr. Hunter in Bangkok
Source: Frederick Arthur Neale, Narrative of a Residence at the Capital of the Kingdom of Siam

35

www.manharaa.com



Cho Fah

Y /
LY/

Bai Ra kaﬁr’iﬁ

Figure 2-5: Siamese roof decorative ornaments
Source: Compiled from Sthapitanond and Mertens, Architecture of Thailand: A Guide to
Tradition and Contemporary Forms.

The general picture of the city was clearly described by John Crawfurd, the

British envoy who came to Siam in 1822 (Figure 2-6).

...a very novel spectacle — the capital of Siam, situated on both sides of the
Menam. Numerous temples of Buddha, with tall spires attached to them,
frequently glittering with gilding, were conspicuous among the mean huts and
hovels of the natives, throughout which were interspersed a profusion of palms,
ordinary fruit-trees, and the sacred fig (ficus religiosa). On each side of the river

there was a row of floating habitations, resting on rafts of bamboos, moored to
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the shore. These appeared the neatest and best description of dwellings; they
were occupied by good Chinese shops. Close to these aquatic habitations were
anchored the largest description of native vessels, among which were many
junks of great size, just arrived from China. The face of the river presented a busy
scene, from the number of boats and canoes of every size and description which
were passing to and fro. The number of these struck us as very great at the time,
for we were not aware that there are few or no roads at Bangkok, and that the
river and canals from common highways, not only for goods, but for passengers
of every description. Many of the boats were shops containing earthenware,
blachang, dried fish, and fresh pork. Vendors of these several commodities were

hawking and crying them as in an European town...*?

Figure 2-6: View of the City of Bangkok in 1822
Source: John Crawfurd, Journal of an Embassy from the Governor-General of India to the Courts
of Siam and Cochin-Chin.

3 John Crawfurd, Journal of an Embassy from the Governor-General of India to the Courts of
Siam and Cochin-China: Exhibiting a View of the Actual State of Those Kingdoms (London, Henry
Colburn and Richard Bentley, 1830), 121-2.
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In the mid-nineteenth century, during the reign of King Rama Il (1824-51), when
there was a trend of building masonry houses introduced by Chinese traders and
immigrants in Siam, most of the wooden royal residences in the royal palace built during
the reign of King Rama | were demolished and replaced by white-washed brick
residences in the Sino-Siamese style and decorated with stucco and golden carved
wood.* The flourishing trade with China in this period brought about this style of
architecture, as well as the construction method. Later, there was some mixture of
European elements to Siamese buildings for the sake of exoticness due to piecemeal

contacts with Europeans and Americans at the end of this period.*

2.2. The Processes of Modernization, 1855-1910

This section covers the reigns of King Mongkut and King Chulalongkorn, and
focuses on the activities and ideas of the two kings in relation to the relationships with
Western nations. It examines the Siamese responses to the Western influences which
increased and intensified after the signing of the Bowring Treaty in 1855, discussed
further. The political and cultural contact with the West was a serious concern for the
Siamese ruling class. On the one hand, Siam needed Western knowledge and technology
to modernize the country as a survival mechanism during the period of Western

colonialism in the region.

% Naengnoi Suksri and Michael Freeman, Palaces of Bangkok: Royal Residences of the Chakri
Dynasty (London: Thames & Hudson, 1996), 6.
> Fusinpaiboon, “Modernisation of Building”, 93.
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The first part introduces the Western world to the Siamese masses so that they
would be familiar with it, and be ready to deal with it when the time came. The second
one is the way the Siamese king tried to exhibit the nation’s prestige on a par with other
civilized countries of the West as the way to save Siam from Western aggression. Two
specific projects have been selected and discussed in more detail in order to give a
clearer view of their responses to the circumstances of the country at that moment. The
visions of these two kings led to The Growth of Bangkok during the Period of

Modernization (1855-1910), which is discussed in the last part of this section.

2.2.1. Introducing the Western World to Siamese

King Mongkut (1851-1868)

Before ascending the throne in 1851, King Mongkut had been a Buddhist priest
for 27 years. During his time in the monastery, he devoted himself to the study of
English and Western science from American and French missionaries. Therefore, he had
far more insight into the common Siamese people than any of his predecessors. He was
the first Siamese king to be able to write and speak English.'® In addition to English, he

spoke six other eastern languages and Latin."’

'® M. L. Manich Jumsai, History of Anglo-Thai Relations (Bangkok: Chalermnit, 1970), 43.
7 |an Morson, Four Hundred Years the British and the Thais (Bangkok: Nai Suk’s Editions, 1999),
194,
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Whilst in the monkhood he reformed Buddhism in Siam and became the founder
of the Thammayut sect,'® where the goal of mankind was to be happy and to make
others happy, not to reach heaven or to please God.' He tried to rationalize the
Buddhist teaching based on a proper understanding of the laws of cause and effect. This
principle, discussed further, was demonstrated through the murals in Wat Bawon Niwet,
Wat Barom Niwat,

During his time in the monastery he also engaged in historical and linguistic
studies for leisure. He was interested in astronomy and modern geography. This
knowledge was acquired by personal interactions with the followers of other creeds and
with missionaries. He therefore realized the needs of Siam for future development.

He was the one of the few Siamese who was aware of the Western Powers and
the influences that would increase in the future. When he became the king of Siam, he
did much to promote and advance contact with the outside world, while some other
rulers chose to shut out Western influence. The signing of the Bowring Treaty with Great
Britain in 1855 was the starting point in this regard. Siam was opened to modernization
for the first time during King Mongkut’s reign.

To raise Siam’s status with the advanced Western countries, in order to survive
Western imperialism in Southeast Asia during that time, the king adapted and adopted

Western ideas and their advancements, and reformed Siamese socio-political aspects,

¥ Thammayut sect is a new sect of Buddhism, part of King Mongkut’s reform, characterized as

rational, intellectual, and humanistic. It was also integrated with scientific knowledge. See more

in Somphong Amnuay-ngerntra, “King Mongkut’s Political and Religious Ideologies through

Architecture at Phra Nakhon Kiri” Manusya 10, no. 1 (2007): 72.

% A. B. Griswold, “King Mongkut in Perspective,” Journal of the Siam Society 45, no.1 (April
1957): 16.
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religion, architecture, and art. King Mongkut abandoned a largely retrospective stance
and looked to the West as the direction to develop Siam, as well as to accommodate the
increasing pressures coming from outside the country. In this regard, one of the most
significant missions was the establishment of diplomatic relations with Western Powers,
and the opening of the kingdom to a life-giving flow of foreign commerce.

He also prepared the Siamese people for the incoming Western influence. The
king began to send young men abroad to study, as well as encourage education at
home. Moreover, it was the first time that Siamese women were admitted to the field of
education. Turning its attention to women was an extraordinary move on the part of
Siam. By approving female education, the king wiped out the old custom against
teaching women. He asked three missionary wives: Mrs. Bradley, Mrs. Mattoon and
Mrs. Jones, to teach English to the ladies of the palace.?’ Unfortunately, these classes
continued for only a little over three years and were suspended without explanation.
Some surmised that it was due to King Mongkut’s displeasure of the missionaries
religious influence and its infiltration into the classroom.?! The king’s intention was not
completely disband as the Siamese consul in Singapore asked the Borneo Company’s
Singapore office to contact a governess, the widow of a Mr. Thomas Leon Owents, a clerk
who had died in Penang in 1859, to teach the ladies of the palace and some of the royal

children.?* Mrs. Leon Owens arrived Bangkok in 1862 and stayed for four years. She was

% George Haws Feltus, Samuel Reynolds House of Siam: Pioneer Medical Missionary, 1847-1876
(New York; Chicago: Fleming H. Revell, 1924), 111.

?L1an Morson, Four Hundred Years the British and the Thais (Bangkok: Nai Suk’s Editions, 1999),
194-5.

* bid.
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the one whose life in Siam was fictionalized in Anna and the King of Siam, and The King
and I.

To modernize the country, King Mongkut reformed the administration, installed
foreign advisers in a government department to improve the army and organize the
police force. He set up printing presses, constructed roads, built canals, and issued the
first modern currency to meet the requirements of his country’s expanded trade.? Siam
had now been modernized in many respects, and the modernization continued with his

son, King Chulalongkorn.

Murals in Wat Bawon Niwet, Wat Barom Niwat

This section examines King Mongkut’s efforts towards modernizing Siam in the
nineteenth century through Thai** murals in bot (ordination hall) of Wat Bowon Niwet
and Wat Borom Niwat in Bangkok created by an eminent monk-artist, Khrua In Khong,
under the king’s command. These murals marked a sharp shift in the history of Thai
murals. Their changes deviated from the traditional one in both style and inspiration.
Conventionally, besides the decorative aspect, the murals served a didactic purpose by
which they were used as a visual medium for educating the illiterate masses about the

tenets of Buddhism by depicting stories of Buddha’s life and the Ramayana epic. The

> A.B. Griswold, “King Mongkut in Perspective,” Journal of the Siam Society 45, no.1 (April
1957): 2.

** The study uses the word “Thai” in the case of the mural regarding the common use of this

term. Apart from that, it uses the word “Siam”, and “Siamese” as the name of a country, and its

contexts before 1939. Siam was used as the name of the country prior to 24 June 1939 when the

country’s name was changed to Thailand. See Chris Baker and Pasuk Phongpaichit, A History of

Thailand. 2nd ed. (Melbourne: Cambridge University Press, 2009), 131.
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murals in both temples, however, had deeper meanings than merely teaching
Buddhism. The socio-political points of view were also inserted through the depictions
of Allegoric Dharma, and the selection of particular scenes and architectures. Unlike the
two-dimensional representation of the traditional Thai mural, these paintings
incorporated atmospheric scenery and a more realistic perspective. The architectures,
people, and historical events in the scenes were also from the exotic world of the West.
This new representation of the Thai mural was, therefore, a great device to promote the
king’s reformative visions to the masses, as well as to introduce Western thought and
advancements to the Siamese people. These murals are, therefore, a device to study
Siamese concepts of modernization in the nineteenth century. However, the precise
time period of the creation of these murals whether before or after King Mongkut
ascended the throne has not yet been confirmed.?
* The French Scenic Wallpaper as Inspiration
The specific sources for the inspiration in painting this new style of mural still
need further studies. However, one of the most important clues found is from San
Somdet (The Princes’ Messages: A correspondence between Prince Narisara
Nuvadtivongs and Prince Damrong Rachanuphap) where Prince Damrong states that
“...still being amazed that Khrua In Khong had never traveled abroad but he could use

the imported European wallpaper as a guide to draw Western-style painting in the early

*> Wilairat Yangrod and Thawatchai Ongwutthiwet, Thod Rahad Pap Panung Phra Jomklao —
Khrua In Khong [Decoding Mural King Mongkut — Khrua In Khong] (Nonthaburi: Museum Press,
2016), 38-39.
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nineteenth century...”*®

In this way, the scenic wallpaper, which was dominant in the
wallpaper market during the first half of nineteenth century, was a motif of these
murals.

During this period, the French ‘scenic’, ‘panoramic’ or ‘landscape’ wallpapers
were dominant in the wallpaper market. They were manufactured exclusively in France
but were sold throughout Europe and the United States. This style of wallpaper was also
used to promote the skills and standards of the French wallpaper industry.”’” Generally,
the scenic wallpapers illustrated exotic landscapes, city scenes and parks, the pleasures
of daily life, historical events, mythological subjects, and even scenes from
contemporary literature. The souvenir imagery was also used as a printed material since
the European tourism business was growing in popularity during the early nineteenth
century. Viewing natural wonders became an important part of touring. Therefore, the
typical themes used in designing wallpaper were nature and landscape.’® Some of the
subjects selected by the manufacturers contained a definite didactic component. A

nationalistic pride typical of the time, which today would be viewed as cultural

imperialism, was usually exhibited through the wallpapers.?® A popular panoramic

%® Prince Narisara Nuvadtivongs and Prince Damrong Rachanuphap, San Somdet: Lai phra hat
Somdet Chaofa Kromphraya Narisara Nuvadtivongs lae Somdet Kromphraya Damrong
Rachanuphap [The Princes’ Messages: A correspondence between Prince Narisara
Nuvadtivongs and Prince Damrong Rachanuphap], Vol. 22 (Bangkok: Khurusapha, 1962), 4.

%7 Gill Saunders, Wallpaper in Interior Decoration (New York: Watson-Guptill Publications, 2002),
89.

*% Joanne Kosuda-Warner and Elizabeth Johnson, Landscape Wallcoverings (London: Scala
Publishers in association with Cooper-Hewitt, National Design Museum, Smithsonian
Institution, 2001), 35-36.

* bid., 39.
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wallpaper produced by Joseph Dufour et Cie. In 1804 titled Les Sauvages de la Mer
Pacifique (Savages of the Pacific Ocean) was a good example in this regard.

Besides the fact that the scenic wallpaper had widely been traded during that
time, the similarities between this style of wallpaper and the murals in Wat Bowon
Niwet and Wat Borom Niwat are also evident, in terms of colors, compositions, Western
figures, Western architectures and landscapes. The somber color used by Khrua In
Khong was a shift in the painting colors of Thai murals which were commonly painted by
vivid colors. This shade of colors might come from the Grisaille (shades of gray meant to
imitate carved stone) of the scenic wallpaper which was the most popular color shade at
that time. Monochrome wallpaper was not only less expensive than the full-color one,
but also had a unique style.>* Moreover, the use of trees and bushes to divide the mural
was the same as that of the scenic wallpaper, in which the panoramic view of wallpaper
was divided into different landscapes and scenes. (Figure 2-7,2-8)

The coincidences between the scenes in the murals and the scenic wallpaper are
also clearly found. By simply looking at some popular scenic wallpapers produced by a
leading French manufacturer, Zuber et Cie, several numbers of similar scenes are
demonstrated. One of the scenes of the murals in both temples, for instance, depicting
a large junk, sloops, and a steamboat plying the oceans remind us of the scene of the
“Boston Harbor” from the well-known wallpaper called “Vues d’Amerique du Nord”

(Views of North America) printed in 1834 (Figure 2-9,2-10). *! The jockeys training horses

30 .
Ibid.

31 Robert P. Emlen, “Imagining America in 1834: Zuber's Scenic Wallpaper "Vues d'Amérique du
Nord",” Winterthur Portfolio 32, no. 2/3 (Summer — Autumn 1997): 200.
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scene of the murals in both temples is another good example, in which the one in Wat
Bowon Niwet resembles the flat-racing scene from “Courses des Chevaux” produced in
1837 (Figure 2-11), while the one in Wat Borom Niwat has similar postures of soldiers

and horses to those in the scene “La Guerre de l'indépendance Américaine” (War of

American Independence) painted in 1852 (Figure 2-12).

Figure 2-7: The mural in bot of Wat Borom Niwat using trees and bushes as mural division.

’——————————-\

———
Figure 2-8: Scenic wallpaper “Vues d’Amerique du Nord “(Views of North America) showing
different scenes divided by trees and bushes, with a highlight of the scene of the
“Boston Harbor”.
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Figure 2-9: The scene of a large junk, sloops, and a steamboat plying the oceans of the mural
in Wat Borom Niwat.
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Figure 2-10: The scene of the “Boston Harbor” from the well-known wallpaper “Vues
d’Amerique du Nord” (Views of North America)
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Figure 2-11: The scene of jockeys training horses in the Wat Bowon Niwet mural (upper), and
the scene of flat-racing from scenic wallpaper “Courses des Chevaux”(lower).
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Figure 2-12: The jockeys training horses scene in Wat Borom Niwat (upper), and the scene
from scenic wallpaper, “La Guerre de l'indépendance Américaine” (War of American
Independence) (lower).

* The Murals in Wat Bowon Niwet and Wat Borom Niwat
Wat Bowon Niwet and Wat Borom Niwat were both royal monasteries and built
in the reign of King Rama Il while King Mongkut (King Rama V) was still in the
monkhood. King Mongkut was the Abbot at the former temple for many years.>> Wat
Borom Niwat, on the other hand, was built for King Mongkut as an alternative place to

stay during his monkhood. The murals in the bot of these two temples were very similar

and Temple Murals (New York: Oxford University Press, 1990), 108.
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in terms of depiction and the positional arrangements, though there was a different
number of murals in the bot. Wat Bowon Niwet had twenty-one murals, whereas Wat
Borom Niwat had twelve murals (Figure 2-13, 2-14). In addition, the murals in Wat
Borom Niwat had more complex and finer details than those in Wat Bowon Niwet. The
ones in Wat Borom Niwat are, therefore, believed to be painted after the latter ones.*®
These murals were horizontally divided into two parts. The ones above the windows
were Buddhist allegories with Western scenes as mentioned earlier. The ones between
and below windows represented traditional ways of life. In the lower part, the
differences between the murals of these two temples were apparent, even though the
upper part of the murals were very much alike. Wat Bowon Niwet focused more on daily
activities of monks and religious ceremonies, while Wat Borom Niwat concentrated on

the lifestyle of Thai people, especially during the various religious festivals.>

** Wilairat Yangrod and Thawatchai Ongwutthiwet, Thod Rahad Pap Panung Phra Jomklao —
Khrua In Khong [Decoding Mural King Mongkut — Khrua In Khong] (Nonthaburi: Museum Press,
2016), 38-39.

** Wiyada Thongmitr, Khrua In Khong's Westernized School of Thai Painting (Bangkok: Akson

Samphan Press, 1979), 117-120.
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A gold mine Physician prescribing drugs

A large lotus bloom Rain cloud

A man pointing the way Jockeys training horses

to a gold mine
The surgeon

The captain
A wealthy man giving alms A man consoling people

A man directing the way Eye doctor

to happy town

The forgiver Sandalwood tree

The sun The moon

Men burning the forest Good friend

Court officials helping a young prince Father giving his children inheritances
to take his bath

A mountain covered by forest

B Murals above windows
B Murals between windows

Floor plan
Windows

Figure 2-13: A floor plan with flattened walls of bot in Wat Bowon Niwet showing the

position of murals on the walls
Source: Compiled from Wilairat Yangrod and Thawatchai Ongwutthiwet, 2016.
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The sun

A wealthy man giving alms ———e e Physician prescribing drugs

A large lotus bloom ——e ®—— Rain cloud

Jockeys training horses

A wealthy man giving alms ——e > —
The captain ——e ®—— The surgeon
A man directing the way ———e e—— Eye doctor
B -]
Murals above windows
M Murals between windows
Floor plan

The powerful celestial beings | [[] windows

Figure 2-14: A floor plan with flattened walls of bot in Wat Borom Niwat showing the
position of murals on the walls.
Source: Compiled from Wilairat Yangrod and Thawatchai Ongwutthiwet, 2016.

* The Interpretations of King Mongkut’s Visions

Even though the description of the murals written under each scene explains the
meaning of the Buddhist allegories that connote the Buddha, the Dhamma, and the
Sangha, the way King Mongkut designed the scene and selected the painting elements
for the artist to paint in the murals reflects his interest and vision towards Western
advances and influence in the region, which were to be part of Siamese development.
The secular (Western) settings literally suggest the king’s perspectives of modernization,
in which he would like to make Siam on equal footing with the advanced Western
countries. Only some particular murals which clearly illustrate Western influence in

relation to the king’s reforms are selected to be discussed in this section.
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The first one to be examined is the first mural on the right-hand side of the
Buddha image of both temples. It is a scene of “a physician prescribing drugs for sick
people” which, according to its description under the mural, concisely means that the
Sangha or people who accept the Dhamma signified by the medicine will have no more
sickness and find happiness.®®> The Dhamma is given by the Buddha who is connoted as a
doctor. This mural encourages people to open their minds and believe in the Buddha’s
teaching. On the other hand, looking specifically at the architecture and people in the
scene, a new architectural type which was never seen in Siam was introduced to the
Siamese. Together with the longer description in Wat Borom Niwat about a large
building for curing sick people, the building in the mural reminds us of a Western
hospital built during that period which sometimes had its own church constructed
nearby. In this case, the latter was signified by a dome (Figure 2-15). According to
Wilairat et al. (2016), the hospital in the mural is probably Saint Bartholomew’s Hospital
in London which was located close to Saint Paul’s Cathedral or Greenwich Hospital in
London whose the building had a lofty dome like the one in the mural.*®

This scene in the mural of both temples demonstrates King Mongkut’s advanced
vision, as the first hospital erected in Siam, Siriraj Hospital, was established in 1888 in

the reign of King Chulalongkorn, who succeeded him.?” During King Mongkut’s period,

such a place for giving modern medical care was merely a house of missionaries, who

*> Wilairat Yangrod and Thawatchai Ongwutthiwet, Thod Rahad Pap Panung Phra Jomklao —
Khrua In Khong [Decoding Mural, King Mongkut — Khrua In Khong] (Nonthaburi: Museum
Press, 2016), 57-61.

*® Ibid., 62-65.

3 “Our History”, Faculty of Medicine, Siriraj Hospital, Mahidol University. Accessed October 30,

2019, https://www2.si.mahidol.ac.th/en/orthopedic-surgery/our-history/
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were also doctors. Their houses were then used for both preaching and medical
services. In addition, the king desired to introduce the service of American missionaries,

as well as the missionaries themselves, which began to influence Siamese development

in many respects during his reign.

Figure 2-15: The mural scene of a physician prescribing drugs for sick people in Wat Borom
Niwat.

Another act of generosity depicting the notion of Western advances, beside the
medical service, was illustrated through the scene of “the forgiver” in Wat Bowon
Niwet. The description of the mural states that “The Buddha is denoted as a forgiver,

the Dhamma is signified as a forgiveness, and the Sangha who has been forgiven is
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38 pccordingly, the scene depicts

represented through people who is out of harm’s way.
three different groups of people doing various activities. One is a group of wealthy
people walking out of the luxurious mansion’s gate and looking at people who are taking
care of a tree. Another is a group of farmers harvesting the crops. The last group is of
slaves, wearing a white slave uniform, similar to that found in the southern part of the
United States,* leaving a building one after another. The one at the entrance kneels
down to thank a Christian priest who opens his hands leading the slaves to the way
out® (Figure 2-16). The Christian priest, in this case, according to Wilairat et al. (2016),
was probably the Scottish missionary, John Phillip, who pushed the British government
to legislate for the abolition of slavery in 1833.** The British case was again used as a
precedent.

In Siam, King Mongkut was the first to take the step to abolish slavery leading to
the complete emancipation in 1905 in the next reign. He broke down the old law
regarding slavery that gave privileges to the nobles and princes to refuse the
redemption money tendered to them by the slave. As a result, money tendered for

redemption must at once be accepted, and the judges who assisted the money master

in evading the law were made liable to severe punishment.*

3% Wilairat Yangrod and Thawatchai Ongwutthiwet, Thod Rahad Pap Panung Phra Jomklao —
Khrua In Khong [Decoding Mural King Mongkut — Khrua In Khong] (Nonthaburi: Museum Press,
2016), 131.

**Ibid., 134.

*bid., 131-134.

*Ibid., 135-136.

*2 0, Frankfurter, “King Mongkut,” Journal of the Siam Society 1, no.1 (January 1904): 202.
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Figure 2-16: The mural scene of the forgiver in Wat
Bowon Niwet with a highlight of the scene depicting a
slave at the entrance kneeling down to thank a Christian
priest.

King Mongkut’s democratic vision is illustrated through the murals in both
temples. The scene of a man of virtue pointing in the direction of a happy place to a
procession of people, according to its description, gives a connotation that people who
follow the way of the man who points will reach a happy town, and be happy, while
others who go on another path will meet sorrow.*® In this case, the man refers to the
Buddha who is loving and intelligent; the man suggests that the best route is the
Dhamma; and people who follow the direction and reach the destination is the Sangha.
There are literal depictions of familiar iconic buildings that the murals of the two
temples display in the middle ground. The one in Wat Bowon Niwet illustrates Western

architecture which is the representation of the former version of United States Capitol

3 Wilairat Yangrod and Thawatchai Ongwutthiwet, Thod Rahad Pap Panung Phra Jomklao —
Khrua In Khong [Decoding Mural, King Mongkut — Khrua In Khong] (Nonthaburi: Museum
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with the dome designed by Charles Bulfinch in 1846, while the architecture in the mural
at Wat Borom Niwat represents George Washington's Mount Vernon mansion* (Figure
2-17, 2-18). The idea to use these two architectures in this scene demonstrates King
Mongkut’s vision for democracy brought from the United States since the U.S. capitol is
a symbol of democratic government, and George Washington was the first elected
president of the United States. In addition, the man in the mural who points toward the
direction could also reference George Washington based on the Western soldier
uniform he wears and the architecture behind him.* Not surprisingly, King Mongkut is

considered the first and foremost democrat of the country.*

b Figure 2-17: The scene of a man
pointing the way to a happy
town in Wat Bowon Niwet
showing a similar architecture to
the former version of United
States Capitol.

*Ibid., 143-148.

* Ibid., 146-148.

¢ See more details about King Mongkut’s democratic vision in M.R. Seni Pramoj, “King Mongkut
i " e Siam Society 38, no.1 (January 1950): 33.
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Figure 2-18: The scene of a man
pointing the way to a happy town in
Wat Borom Niwat showing a similar
| architecture to George Washington's
_ W Mount Vernon mansion.

The scene of “Jockeys training horses” is presented in both temples, but the one
in Wat Borom Niwat is more interesting in relation to the Siamese international
relations in the nineteenth century. Regardless of its description of Buddhist allegories,
it depicts an important figure displayed in the lower left corner (Figure 2-19). According
to the presumption of Wilairat (2016), he was the Prince of Orange of the Netherlands
who was a commander of the British army fighting in the Battle of Waterloo.*” With the
support from European alliance, France was finally defeated in this battle in 1815
marking the end of Napoleon’s reign and of the expansion of his empire in Europe.*® In
this regard, whether it was King Mongkut’s intention or not, the outcome of this event,
which halted French expansion, was the desire of the Siamese king, who was well aware

of the aggressive French colonial power in the region.

*” Wilairat Yangrod and Thawatchai Ongwutthiwet, Thod Rahad Pap Panung Phra Jomklao —
Khrua In Khong [Decoding Mural, King Mongkut — Khrua In Khong] (Nonthaburi: Museum Press,
2016), 84.

8 “Battle of Waterloo” History, Accessed October 30, 2019,
opics/british-history/battle-of-waterloo.
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Figure 2-19: The scene of Jockeys training horses, which depicts the figure of the Prince of
Orange in the lower left corner.

This new style of Thai murals in both temples is a visual device used not only to
rationalize the Buddhist teachings, but also to acquaint the Siamese masses with
Western people and their lifestyle since the influences of the West in the nineteenth
century were about to increase in this region. Unlike the traditional mural painting,
these reformed ones have multiple meanings than merely teaching Buddhism. Some
significant international events in relation to Siamese circumstances and contexts at
that time were inserted in the murals of both temples. Particular architectures and
scenes were deliberately selected to provide philosophic interpretation. To modernize
Siam to be on equal footing with the West, the country had to advance both physically
and mentally. The exotic views of the West display the advancements of Europe and

America which include images of steamboats, carriages, architectures, and Western
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lifestyles. More importantly, the concepts of humanity such as democracy and the
abolition of slavery are emphasized Western modernizations that King Mongkut
admired. They do not only present Western thought, but also promote the king's
reformative visions for the future of Siam. Allegorically, if people believe in him, and
accept his ideas, they would find happiness and be free from sorrow. Consequently, King

Mongkut’s visions were presented as the course his successors were to follow.

2.2.2. Siam’s Modernization/ Exhibiting National Prestige

King Chulalongkorn (1868-1910)

King Chulalongkorn succeeded King Mongkut in 1868 and followed his father’s
policy to modernize the country. He was only fifteen years old when came to the throne
and the first six years of his reign were under the supervision of the Regent who was the
head of the most influential noble or ministerial family in the early Bangkok period.
Therefore, it was a hard task for him to exercise his authority over various parties of the
elite, especially senior Princes and noblemen, whose power was not easily undermined.
To build up his actual power at the court, the king gradually utilized reformations. Apart
from gaining domestic power, these reformations were also the king’s responses to the
Western imperial powers encroaching the region. Eventually, by the end of 1880s, the
king held the center of power and his ministries were now mostly his siblings, half-
siblings, and cousins, instead of noblemen from different families. The power of the

nobility was then reduced.*’

*9 Chomchon Fusinpaiboon, “Modernisation of Building: The Transplantation of the Concept of
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King Chulalongkorn reigned until 1910 and had been regarded as one of the
most important Siamese monarchs, and called ‘Chulalongkorn the Great’. He was
honored for reforming the army, administration and justice system, introducing
Western-style education, abolishing slavery, building new infrastructure and generally
undertaking projects of modernization.*® In his reign, both the monarchy and
bureaucracy had acquired power and authority they had never had in the previous
centuries.”

One of the most significant reforms of the king was the gradual abolition of the
corvée and slavery system, which altered the Siamese social hierarchy. It was also the
aim of his father, King Mongkut, who took the first step in this regard, but who was
unable to complete the emancipation of the slavery. This reform was motivated not only
by the benevolence of the king, but also from the increasing need for paid labor in the
rice-export business, which supplied the major income for the Siamese elite after the
court was forced to cease its trade monopoly with the West.>

To modernize the nation, King Chulalongkorn left the country for the first time in
Siamese history to learn the civilization practices mainly from European colonies in Asia.

Early in his reign, he visited Singapore, Malaya, Burma, India, and Java, where he saw

Architecture from Europe to Thailand, 1930s—-1950s” (Doctoral dissertation, University of
Sheffield, 2014), 104.

> Robert Aldrich, “France and the King of Siam: An Asian King’s Visits to the Republican Capital”,
in Julie Kalman (ed.), French History and Culture: Papers from the George Rude Seminar, vol.6
(2015): 228.

https://h-france.net/rude/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/AldrichVol6.pdf.

> David K. Woyatt, Thailand: A Short History (New Haven; London: Yale University Press, 2003),
223.

2 see Nartsupha and Prasartset, Socio-Economic Institutions and Cultural Change in Siam, 1851—
1910: A Documentary Survey.
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post offices, jails, hospitals, schools, telegraph offices, fire stations, lighthouses,
botanical gardens, museums, theatres, shops and stores, orphanages, railways, and
factories. Consequently these modern facilities made the king have a vision for his own
kingdom to become modern without European occupation.” These visits to European
colonies in Asia led to his grand tour of Europe in 1897, aiming to acquire firsthand
experience from them. The king’s European visit is discussed further in this chapter.

The latter half of his reign saw the implementation of a wide-ranging program of
reforms. Education, administration, infrastructure, the bureaucracy, and the army were
modernized under the direction of Western advisers. In offices of his royal government,
there were European consultants and professionals. Belgian lawyers, German engineers,
British comptrollers, American state secretaries, and Italian architects, among others,
were employed by the Siamese elite according to the best reputation in their fields.
Beside their positions as the heads of all governmental departments, mostly chaired by
members of the royal family or noblemen, the Westerners also formed a large part of
high and middle rank officials.>* Westernization and Modernization were required for
the reformation process in political, governmental and economic systems.

Moreover, King Chulalongkorn started to send his cousins and later his own and
his siblings’ children to study in Europe, particularly in England, starting at the end of

the 1860s, expecting that they would return to strengthen the reforms. At the same

>* David K. Wyatt, The Politics of Reform in Thailand: Education in the Reign of King
Chulalongkorn (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1969), 40.

>* Chomchon Fusinpaiboon, “Modernisation of Building: The Transplantation of the Concept of
Architecture from Europe to Thailand, 1930s—1950s” (Doctoral dissertation, University of
Sheffield, 2014), 106.

>> M. L. Manich Jumsai, History of Anglo-Thai Relations (Bangkok: Chalermnit, 1970), 252-5.
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time, many English teachers came to Siam and helped educate the future generation of
Siam and laid a firm foundation for the learning of the English language as well as other
Western subjects.>®

Fred Riggs (1966) argued that the accomplishments of Siamese modernization
during the reigns of King Mongkut and King Chulalongkorn, “although directed primarily
toward transformations in the total polity, indirectly also changed the character and the

">’ These reforms were not simply a reaction to the

public image of the monarchy itself.”
colonial threat, but rather an attempt originated by various groups of the Siamese elite
to secure their superiority in Siam.’® The latter process was what Thongchai Winichakul
(2000) called “the quest for “siwilai”’ (siwilai was a transliterated form of English term

“civilized.”).”>®

With this realization, this process played an important role in the
modernization of Siam. Maurizio Peleggi (2002) argues that “far from being a by-product
of the wider process of administrative and institutional reformation, the refashioning of
the royal elite’s public image was a key element in the project of asserting their
“civilized” status and, consequentially, their claim to “national” leadership.”®

King Chulalongkorn’s European tour, discussed further, is the best example in

this regard. “The quest for siwilai” was demonstrated not only through the king’s visit to

Europe where he intended to exhibit his status on a par with other European rulers, but

*® bid., 256.

>’ Fred W. Riggs, Thailand (Honolulu: East-West Center Press, 1966).

> Thongchai Winichakul, “The Quest for “Siwilai”: A Geographical Discourse of Civilizational
Thinking in the Late Nineteenth and Early Twentieth-Century Siam.” The Journal of Asian Studies
59, no. 3 (2000): 529-30.

*? Ibid.

% Maurizio Peleggi, Lords of Things: The Fashioning of the Siamese Monarchy's Modern Image
(Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 2002), 3.
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also through the projects inspired by these countries which were constructed after the
king returned to Siam. Architecture and urban planning were transformed in order to

symbolize the king’s model of modern kingship.

The King’s Voyage to Europe, 1897

The first European tour was something King Chulalongkorn had anticipated for
some twenty years, following visits to Singapore, Java and India in 1871-72, which was
the first time in history that a Siamese king left his country. From his visit to colonial
territories, the king gained an insight into the benefits which he hoped he would be able
to introduce into Siam.®*

In 1897, King Chulalongkorn went on an official European tour visiting ltaly,
Switzerland, Austria-Hungary, Russia, Sweden, Denmark, Britain, Germany, the
Netherlands, Belgium, France, Spain and Portugal in order to meet fellow sovereigns as

’%2 The tour started on 7 April

part of what he called ‘the advance of royal friendships.
until 16 December. The king’s main purposes of this visit, as he described, was: “First, to
see how life in Europe is; second, to study how wealth and goods originate; third, to

fathom their [Europeans’] strength, were they to attack us; fourth, to enjoy myself as

well.”® In other words, according to Baker (2005), this tour was made for to some

®11an Morson, Four Hundred Years the British and the Thais (Bangkok: Nai Suk’s Editions, 1999),
310.

®2 Quoted in Robert Aldrich, “France and the King of Siam: An Asian King’s Visits to the
Republican Capital”, in Julie Kalman (ed.), French History and Culture: Papers from the George
Rude Seminar, vol.6 (2015): 231.

® Quoted in Maurizio Peleggi, Lords of Things: The Fashioning of the Siamese Monarchy's
Modern Image (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 2002), 31.
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important reasons. One was part of the clever Siamese diplomacy following the Paknam
Incident of 1893, the embittered situation between Siam and France where Siam had
lost some territory to France. The king’s mission for this European visit was to ensure
that Siam could still retain her sovereignty.®* According to the French colonial minister,
this tour “will give the impression that the kingdom of Siam, whose sovereign has been
received in the manner due to a European head of state, is a civilized country which

85 Another reason was that the king would

should be treated like a European power.
like to see siwilai for himself first hand. Furthermore, this tour portrayed the king to his
subjects as a new kind of sovereign who was among the world’s royal elite.®®

King Chulalongkorn traveled on his own steam yacht, the Maha Chakri,
accompanied by a large entourage of relatives, advisers and servants, including several
of his brothers and sons, totaling two hundred and ninety-one people. When they
arrived in England on 30 July 1897, it was just over a month after the celebrations of
Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee. Therefore, the Queen was absent since she was at

that time busy with the event. The king was only able to meet her for a day visit at

Osborne on the Isle of Wight on 4 August.®” However, the Siamese king did meet the

® Robert Aldrich, “France and the King of Siam: An Asian King’s Visits to the Republican Capital”,
in Julie Kalman (ed.), French History and Culture: Papers from the George Rude Seminar, vol.6
(2015): 225-6.

https://h-france.net/rude/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/AldrichVol6.pdf.

® patrick Tuck, The French Wolf and the Siamese Lamb: The French Threat to Siamese
Independence, 1858-1907 (Bangkok: White Lotus Co., Ltd, 1995), 191.

% Christopher John Baker, and Pasuk Phongpaichit, A History of Thailand (New York: Cambridge
University Press, 2005), 69.

® Nigel J. Brailey, Imperial Amnesia: Britain, France and “The Question of Siam” (Dordrecht:
Republic of Letters Publishing BV, 2009), 1.
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future kings Edward VII and George V.®® The reception made it to the front page of the
lllustrated London News, Britain’s leading weekly (Figure 2-20), which carried an
imaginative sketch of the banquet held in the Osborne House’s Indian Room (Figure 2-
21).%°

THE m.us'rnnzb

Figure 2-20: The King of Siam in London, Reception of His Majesty by the Duke of Cambridge at
Victoria Station. (left)

Source: The lllustrated London News, August 7, 1897.

Figure 2-21: The Siamese Embassy in London giving a banquet in honor of His Majesty King
Chulalongkorn (Right)

Source: The lllustrated London News, August 14, 1897.

® 1an Morson, Four Hundred Years the British and the Thais (Bangkok: Nai Suk’s Editions, 1999),
310.

° Maurizio Peleggl Lords of Things: The Fashioning of the Siamese Monarchy's Modern Image
awaii Press, 2002), 2.
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In England, the king stayed at Buckingham Palace where he received an audience
including the British premier and Foreign Secretary, the Marquess of Salisbury, amongst
others.”” Nonetheless, the king was not quite satisfied with the final outcome of his visit
to England. According to a letter from Sir Frank Swettenham, the Colonial Secretary at
Singapore, to the Colonial Office in London, King Chulalongkorn was not happy with his
English reception as with others. Her Majesty did not give him or send his wife any
presents whereas various rulers gave him beautiful gifts.”! Despite the fact that England
did not offer the king’s reception at the expected level, King Chulalongkorn found
England full of exciting and fascinating things to do. The royal group stayed there longer
than anywhere else.”? This trip to England, in fact, had been deterred by an earlier
British government, concerned not to antagonize Paris, due to the Paknam Crisis in
1893. Moreover, the Anglo-Siamese relations at that time also caused unpromising
circumstances for the king’s European tour. The final approval of his visit to England was
under the condition that the Siamese had to consent to the Anglo-Siamese peninsular
treaty.”®

The Siamese relations with France were another issue. As this European tour was
partly the consequence of the Paknam Crisis between Siam and France, the latter was

the crucial destination of this tour as it was considered most threatening to Siam. Siam

"% Nigel J. Brailey, Imperial Amnesia: Britain, France and “The Question of Siam” (Dordrecht:
Republic of Letters Publishing BV, 2009), 1.

"1 J.A. Swettenham to C.P. Lucas, 10 Jan. 1898. Salisbury Papers vol. 92, Colonial Office.

2 Thongchai Winichakul, “The Quest for “Siwilai”: A Geographical Discourse of Civilizational
Thinking in the Late Nineteenth and Early Twentieth-Century Siam.” The Journal of Asian Studies
59, no. 3 (2000): 539.

3 Nigel J. Brailey, Imperial Amnesia: Britain, France and “The Question of Siam” (Dordrecht:
Republic of Letters Publishing BV, 2009), 143.
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was eventually welcomed, however almost at the last minute. Even though the king had
already left Bangkok, the French government had not yet agreed upon the king’s visit to
their country. The Siamese king, according to Blowitz, The Times senior foreign
correspondent, was not welcomed there until a dispute between the two countries was
settled over the imprisonment in Bangkok of two Cambodians that France claimed as its
protégés.”* It was not until the end of August 1897 that Paris definitely expected a visit
from King Chulalongkorn, even though the king had authorized the release and
deportation of the two imprisoned Cambodians to French Indochina as early as 27
July.”® The king’s trip to France, however, was a good sign that France no longer seemed
to be the main threat to Siamese independence. The reason for this was that the
Siamese king was received with a very welcome reception. The French rented the Hotel
de Grammont, one of the finest mansions in the Champs Elysées quarter, for the king’s
accommodation. It was fully redecorated with silk damask and the best mahogany
furniture.”® The king arrived in France on 11 September 1897, where its glories and
might were overwhelmingly shown to the king in the way that, on the one hand, any of
the French demands could not be repudiated.”” On the other hand, the King’s French
tour, according to Le Petit Journal, revealed French esteem to an Asian as the French

“gave him the honors of our incomparable capital and the graciousness of the Parisian

" 1bid., 5.

" Ibid., 9-10.

’® bid., 10.

7 Robert Aldrich, “France and the King of Siam: An Asian King’s Visits to the Republican Capital”,
in Julie Kalman (ed.), French History and Culture: Papers from the George Rude Seminar, vol.6
(2015): 233,
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” 78 Moreover, the French press, especially the illustrated periodicals,

population.
provided extensive coverage of Chulalongkorn’s visit.”” For example, a smart-looking
picture of the king was published on the cover of 19 September 1897 Le Petit Journal,
the mass-market French newspaper (Figure 2-22). The French impression of the king
was also emphasized in the articles of other newspaper.®

During his European tour, King Chulalongkorn was received with a warm and
respectful reception. The climax of his whole tour was when the king was welcomed by
the recently crowned Tsar, Nicholas Il of Russia (Figure 2-23), who was an old
acquaintance of the king since March 1891 when he, as Tsarevich, visited Bangkok.®'
Once the king reached Russia, 18,000 troops were drawn up to receive him at the
frontier, the same honor that was given to the Emperor of Austria, and would be
presented to the Emperor of Germany.®’ And at Peterhof, the Tsar’s country seat, the

railway station was illuminated and decorated with Russian and Siamese flags.2> As a

result of this visit, Alexander Olarovsky, the Russian Consul-General in New York, was

’8 Le Petit Journal, 26 September 1897. Cited in Robert Aldrich, “France and the King of Siam: An
Asian King's Visits to the Republican Capital”, in Julie Kalman (ed.), French History and Culture:
Papers from the George Rude Seminar, vol.6 (2015): 233.

7 Cited in Robert Aldrich, “France and the King of Siam: An Asian King’s Visits to the Republican
Capital”, in Julie Kalman (ed.), French History and Culture: Papers from the George Rude
Seminar, vol.6 (2015): 233.

8 Robert Aldrich, “France and the King of Siam: An Asian King’s Visits to the Republican Capital”,
in Julie Kalman (ed.), French History and Culture: Papers from the George Rude Seminar, vol.6
(2015): 233.

8 Nigel J. Brailey, Imperial Amnesia: Britain, France and “The Question of Siam” (Dordrecht:
Republic of Letters Publishing BV, 2009), 5-6.

82 \Vermey to F.O., 3 August 1897. Salisbury Paper vol. 106. The Times, 5 July. Cited in Nigel J.
Brailey, Imperial Amnesia: Britain, France and “The Question of Siam” (Dordrecht: Republic of
Letters Publishing BV, 2009), 7.

8 Nigel J. Brailey, Imperial Amnesia: Britain, France and “The Question of Siam” (Dordrecht:
Republic of Letters Publishing BV, 2009), 7.
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appointed as the Russian Minister in Bangkok in order to initiate regular diplomatic
relations between the two countries. ®* The friendly relationship between King
Chulalongkorn and Nicholas Il also inspired the Siamese king to send his favorite son,
Prince Chakrabongse, to Russia for education and military training, transferring him
from England to Russia.®®

The Russian favor of the Siamese king seemed to dissatisfy the French since the
former had intervened too much in Franco-Siamese relationship. When the king went
back to Paris again in October, the French response was different from his first trip. In
this regard, the British Minister Greville back in Bangkok had the impression that
Franco-Siamese relations had therefore “reverted to the position in which they were

88 According to

before the King’s first visit to Paris,” i.e. a “not very satisfactory state.
Brailey (2009), it seemed that this discouraging outcome was a desire of the Russians to
be Siam’s only friend.?’ Le Temps, the French Press, hinted that more Frenchmen

needed to be recruited as expatriate advisers to the Siamese government in order to

help improve Franco-Siamese relations.®® Nonetheless, King Chulalongkorn promised

*Ibid., 7-8.

8 sending his sons to study abroad was King Chulalongkorn’s favored strategy as it was the way
to strengthen ties with European courts and gain insight into European politics and military life.
Prince Chakrabongse spent ten years in Russia, and eventually contracted a morganatic
marriage with a Ukrainian. Other sons studied in universities or military academies in Germany
and Britain. Cited in Nigel J. Brailey, Imperial Amnesia: Britain, France and “The Question of
Siam” (Dordrecht: Republic of Letters Publishing BV, 2009), 9-10, 17.

8 Monson and Greville to Salisbury, 15 and 21 Oct. 1897. FO 422/47.

% Nigel J. Brailey, Imperial Amnesia: Britain, France and “The Question of Siam” (Dordrecht:
Republic of Letters Publishing BV, 2009), 18.

* |bid., 16.
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Hanotaux, the French Foreign Minister, to send a plenipotentiary the next year “to

789

arrange outstanding questions.

Figure 2-22: The picture of King Chulalongkorn published on the cover of Le Petit Journal (left)
Source: Le Petit Journal, 19 September 19, 1897
Figure 2-23: The picture of King Chulalongkorn and Tsar Nicholas Il
Source: L’ILLUSTRATION; September 11, 1897. (right)
* Consequences of the King’s First European Tour
Overall, the king’s European tour had been a success at least domestically, if not

internationally. According to Winichakul (2000), the king's trip to Europe was to serve

Siamese anxiety and curiosity rather than to be a diplomatic measure to get recognition

8 Greville to Sallsbury, 29 Dec. 1897. FO 422/49. IN Nigel J. Brailey, Imperial Amnesia: Britain,
iam” (Dordrecht: Republic of Letters Publishing BV, 2009), 17.
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from the Europeans.” Though there were some improvements of the Siamese image in
the worldview and the reduction of European ignorance of this small country, there
were still some critiques on the king’s grand tour. Unsympathetically, H.W. Smyth, the
Director of the Department of Mines in Siam, wrote to his old friend Dr. Ernest Morrison
of The Times, “| think it[‘]s a mistake the King[‘]s coming over to Europe don[‘]t you?
Great expense, and nothing for it and the work in Siam will all stop dead.”! And
Morrison himself, later on in 1899, calculated the cost of the tour at around a quarter of
a million pounds, nearly a fifth of total Siamese government expenditure for the
financial year 1897-98.%2

Even though, this trip improved the Siamese relationship with France, the
territorial issues between the two countries remained active until ending with dramatic
territorial concessions in which Siam was forced to alienate a considerable portion of
Siamese territory.”® Siam ceded the three eastern provinces of Battambang, Sisophon
and Siem Reap to Cambodia, a French colonial territory. France, in return, renounced
extra-territorial privileges over French citizens, protégés and subjects that it had

exercised since 1893, together with giving two smaller areas that it had occupied along

% Thongchai Winichakul, “The Quest for “Siwilai”: A Geographical Discourse of Civilizational
Thinking in the Late Nineteenth and Early Twentieth-Century Siam.” The Journal of Asian Studies
59, no. 3 (2000): 542.

L Smyth to Morrison, April 26, 1897, Morrison Papers vol. 42, Mitchell Library Sydney. Cited in
Nigel J. Brailey, Imperial Amnesia: Britain, France and “The Question of Siam” (Dordrecht:
Republic of Letters Publishing BV, 2009), 19.

%2 “The Progress of Siam”, The Times, April 4, 1899. Cited in Nigel J. Brailey, Imperial Amnesia:
Britain, France and “The Question of Siam” (Dordrecht: Republic of Letters Publishing BV, 2009),
19.

% See Tuck, The French Wolf and the Siamese Lamb, and Brailey, Imperial Amnesia, for details of
their relations over the ten-year period.
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the Laotian border and in the Chantaburi region further south, back to Siam.** These
agreements were signed on 22 March 1907, only a few days before King Chulalongkorn
left Siam for his second European tour in pursuit of modernization.

Nonetheless, in the Siamese view, there was pride in their sovereign’s reception
as the head of state of one of the few remaining independent countries in Asia, which
became the legacy for the king’s compatriots in the way that his personal diplomacy
conducted during his European tours played a significant role in the retaining of Siam’s
independence.®® According to Peleggi (2002), this direct encounter with Europe’s ruling
dynasties and heads of state illustrates the endeavor of the king to refashion the public
image of the Siamese monarchy as a modern, civilized, and civilizing institution.*®

More significantly, King Chulalongkorn initiated a huge project, Dusit Park,
discussed further, to remake Bangkok into a modern Siamese capital after his return.
European ways and goods were now realized by the king and the Siamese aristocrats as
a pattern of civilization. Siamese aristocrats now created another phase of self-

civilization through material culture, architecture and urban design.

2.2.3. The Growth of Bangkok during the Period of Modernization (1855-1910)

In this period, commercial expansion following the establishment of trade

relations with Western countries was an influential cause for transforming Bangkok’s

% Robert Aldrich, “France and the King of Siam: An Asian King’s Visits to the Republican Capital”,
in Julie Kalman (ed.), French History and Culture: Papers from the George Rude Seminar, vol.6
(2015): 236.

*Ibid., 239.

% Maurizio Peleggi, Lords of Things: The Fashioning of the Siamese Monarchy's Modern Image
(Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 2002).
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physical development. Since the 1850s, after the year of accession of King Mongkut
(1851-68), the city landscape gradually changed. The Phadung Krung Kasem Canal was
dug in 1851-54 by King Mongkut’s command in order to encompass the expanding
population outside the old city walls.”” In other words, it served as a new outer moat for
the Bangkok expansion, extending its boundaries to the north and the east. As a result,
the area of Bangkok roughly doubled to 5,552 rai’® (8.88 kilometers) indicating that the
physical growth of Bangkok was considerably influenced by canals at this time (Figure 2-
26).%°

As trade and colonial expansion in the region rapidly grew, the Siamese kings
were well aware of the importance of reform in order to counter Western colonial
ambition. The reformation, which included an adequate infrastructure as well as the
improvement of political, governmental and economic systems, was done through the
process of Modernization.

After the signing of the Bowring Treaty with Great Britain in 1855, more
Westerners came to live in Bangkok and set up trading firms and industries since they
could now trade freely without state interference due to the abolition of the state
monopoly on international trade and the permission to have private businesses. The
area along the bank of the river, especially on the east side where Bangkok was located,

became the focus for establishing the company headquarters, warehouses, and private

%’ Thiphakhorawong (Chao Phraya), The Dynastic Chronicles, Bangkok Era, The Fourth Reign (AD
1851-1868), trans. C.K. Flood, vol. 1 (Tokyo: Center for East Asian Cultural Studies, 1966), 91-2.
% A unit of area equal to 1,600 square meters.

% porphant Ouyyanont, “Physical and economic change in Bangkok, 1851-1925,” Southeast
Asian Studies 36, no.4 (1999): 440.
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wharves of the western trading companies, the rice and saw mills and their wharves,
custom houses, and the consulate of Western countries. Bangkok grew along Chao
Phraya River indicating the great significance of the river. Similarly, canals in Bangkok
were also important to the Siamese’s life, as well as to foreign trade which was
flourishing, particularly in this period. Between 1860-1910, more than fifteen canals

100
d.

were dug to link Bangkok and the central hinterlan Trade necessitated the digging

of canals, and the city grew accordingly. Bangkok gradually extended to the north when

the Prem Prachakorn Canal was dug in 1869-70 to connect the city to Ayutthaya, the

101

center of fertile rice agriculture.” " People were then encouraged to settle in the

northern part of Bangkok. Later, when the Pravet Burirom Canal was dug in 1878 to link
Bangkok and Chachoengsao, another rice growing center, Bangkok consequently

102

expanded eastwards (Figure 2-24).7° The growth of business also generated the

demand for land for construction and some residential areas.

1% porphant Ouyyanont, “Physical and economic change in Bangkok, 1851-1925,” Southeast

Asian Studies 36, no.4 (1999): 437-438.
%% |bid., 440-1.
1% bid,
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Figure 2-24: Bangkok map, 1902.
Source: Compiled from Royal Thai Survey Department
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In terms of urban settlement, Westerners preferred to settle within their own
communities rather than to intermingle with Siamese natives. The concentration of
Westerners along the river, mainly on the southern part of Bangkok, created the Euro-
American quarter which later had a great influence on city development. One of the
major changes was the construction of the first road outside the royal palace compound
due to the petition European residents presented to King Mongkut. They complained
about illnesses since there were no roads for exercise and to make excursions in their

horse-drawn coaches. 1

Moreover, Somdet Chao Phraya’s sightseeing travels to
Singapore in 1861 also supported the idea of building the road because he saw the city
plan of roads with shophouses built along them. The king therefore agreed to construct
the road and shophouses along it like those in Singapore in order to serve the needs of

the Westerners.'®*

In 1862, King Mongkut ordered the first road to be cut parallel to the
river. It was named Charoen Krung meaning prosperous city; however, it was commonly
known among the Westerners as ‘New Road’ (Figure 2-25).2%. This road formed the
main commercial artery of Bangkok until the twentieth century. The construction of

other roads then followed. In the early phase before 1890, roads were usually built

parallel to canal excavation, because the existing canals provided the concentration of

193 Michael Smithies, Old Bangkok (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1993), 37.

1% Malinee Khumsupha, “Changes in Urban Bangkok 1855-1909: The Impact of the Settlement of
the British and their subjects” (Doctoral dissertation, Chulalongkorn University, 2011), 141.

1% porphant Ouyyanont, “Physical and economic change in Bangkok, 1851-1925,” Southeast
Asian Studies 36, no.4 (1999): 443.
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settlements, the major routes of transportation, and the materials for construction

(Figure 2-26).10¢

Figure 2-25: Charoen Krung Road, 1890s
Source: http://teakdoor.com/Gallery/albums/userpics/58147/1894-charoen-krung-road-
bangkok-xbx.jpg
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Figure 2-26: Maps showing the expansion of Bangkok urban area, extracted from Bangkok Map
1820 (Left), and 1910 (Right)
Source: compiled from Marc Askew, Bangkok, Place, Practice, and Representation.

Roads gradually became more important and induced the construction of
shophouses along both sides which consequently formed a business district. The price of
land then increased which encouraged the king and Siamese elites to build roads as
business investments. The Privy Purse Bureau'®’ was crucial to Bangkok's development

and especially between 1890 and 1910, Bangkok's new streets were usually laid out as

197 privy Purse Bureau was the king’s personal institution established as an independent

department within the Ministry of Finance in 1890. The king was able to manage money to
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198 sathorn road was the first

part of shophouse construction for royal investment.
private road named after Luang Sathornrajyukti who built it. It was constructed in the
1890s, and the surrounding land was divided into small parcels for sale and rental. The
entire area then became a residential zone where fine homes belonging to Siamese
nobles and the foreign community were located. This was the early phase of the city’s
eastward extension.

Later, road construction was not only to enhance capital investments, but also to

109

expand the city area into the suburbs,” as well as to impress western observers with

10 pye to the accelerated growth of Bangkok,

the spectacle of civilization and progress.
a variety of land uses were required. These demands stimulated an urban land market
which turned the city into a new field of capital accumulation for the state.

The most important breakthrough in this regard was King Mongkut’s acceptance
of private ownership of land. In the past, it was traditionally understood that all land

1 King Mongkut, however, argued in his proclamation that ‘this

belonged to the king.
law has become punitive and is not based on the principles of justice’. He eventually

decided that the state had to pay for land at a fair market price.**

1% porphant Ouyyanont, “Physical and economic change in Bangkok, 1851-1925,” Southeast

Asian Studies 36, no.4 (1999): 466.

1% Ibid.

10 Marc Askew, Bangkok: Place, Practice and Representation (London; New York: Routledge),
30-1.

11 Cited in Thai Khadi Institute, Persistence Within Change, Bangkok, 53.

Printed in Chattip Nartsupha/Suthy Prasartset (eds), Socio-Economic Institutions and Cultural
Change in Siam, 1851-1910, Bangkok 1981, pp.291-296. Cited in Andreas Sturm, “The King’s
Nation: A Study of the Emergence and Development of Nation and Nationalism in Thailand”
(Doctoral Dissertation, London School o f Economics and Political Science, 2006), 99-100.
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During the reign of King Chulalongkorn (1868-1910), road construction in the

capital advanced and over 120 new roads were built.'*?

As a result, new areas opened
up, and thus the process of city development began. From the early 1880s onwards,
settlements gradually moved from the banks of the waterways to along the major roads.
This was the beginning of the residential and commercial quarter in the inner area, and
the urban area expanded.

A new important project which would have unlikely been erected amidst rice
fields of the Bangkok countryside, for example, was the Royal Bangkok Sports Club
(RBSC) (Figure 2-27). This project, which was a club with a horse racing track and a
sports field, was proposed to the royal family by the Englishman, Franklin Hurst. King
Chulalongkorn granted a charter to the club in 1901, stipulating the name that it still
bears today. Meanwhile, the acres of fields within the same neighborhood was
envisioned as a residential quarter by the Sino-Thai entrepreneur, Lert Sreshthaputra,
also known as Nai Lert. To enhance the attractiveness of these tracts, Nai Lert imported
and planted hundreds of albiza saman trees from Brazil, giving the neighborhood a look

unlike any other in the city.**

As a result, in addition to being a pleasant location as a
fine residential quarter, this new development district also became a desirable place for
erecting the diplomatic compound.

Not only did the commercial and leisure activities require roads to create new

city development, but royal activities also led to road building elsewhere. After King

13 porphant Ouyyanont, “Bangkok and Thai Economic Development: Aspects of Change, 1820—

1970” (Doctoral dissertation, University of New England, 1994), 84.

1% «“The Chief of Mission Residence: A Brief History,” U.S. Embassy & Consulate in Thailand.
Access February 17, 2019, https://th.usembassy.gov/cmr-history/
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Chulalongkorn’s visit to Europe in 1897, he constructed a suburban palace, Dusit Park, in
the northern part of Bangkok. Rice fields and orchard lands were turned into a showcase
of the new siwilai paradigm. The Park was designed to be Bangkok's modern suburb,
complete with gridiron streets, fine avenues and cast-iron bridges, with Dusit Palace at
its center (Figure 2-28). There were also traditional teak buildings and European
suburban villas, which comprised the offices that housed the expanding bureaucracy,
camps for the garrisons of the standing army, temples, schools, electricity, tram lines,

15 The total area of this project was about a

and clean water supply (Figure 2-29, 2-30).
quarter of the city's size.**®

Siamese scholars often cited the residences of European royalty where the king
would stay during his foreign sojourns as the inspiration for this new palace surrounded
by the natural environment. It would also be a suitable style to accommodate foreign
guests. Moreover, according to Peleggi (2002), the dominant medical theories, which
predicated a casual connection between crowded environments and the spread of
infections, were probably another reason for the dissatisfaction with the Grand Palace
as a place of residence.'’ Furthermore, King Chulalongkorn proposed a project for road

construction around the palace and surrounding areas. These roads were lined with the

palaces of the expanding royal clan, the mansions of other great households, and the

1> Christopher John Baker, and Pasuk Phongpaichit, A History of Thailand (New York: Cambridge

University Press, 2005), 100-1; Pirasri Povatong, “Building Siwilai: Transformation of Architecture
and Architectural Practice in Siam during the Reign of Rama V, 1868-1910” (Doctoral
dissertations, University of Michigan, 2011), 173-4.

% bid., 190.

7 Maurizio Peleggi, Lords of Things: The Fashioning of the Siamese Monarchy's Modern Image
(Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 2002), 84.
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new ministries and officials. A grand boulevard, Thanon Ratchadamnoen [the Royal
Way], was constructed to link the new royal district to the Grand Palace. Its name was
derived from Queen's Walk, a fine avenue in Green Park, London. To the king, it was
comparable to London's Mall, the grand avenue leading to the front gate of Buckingham

118

Palace.”™ The boulevard became the place to conduct state ceremonies, and later

became a monumental urban tableau befitting the modernizing monarchy’s ceremonial
and representational needs (Figure 2-31, see also 2-27).**°

Dusit Park, according to Peleggi (2002), symbolized the king’s model of modern
kingship. The western-style buildings in and around the royal palace was a continuation
of the efforts of his father, King Mongkut, to express a western-inspired taste for a new
residential lifestyle for the aristocracy. However, the scale of building and its impact on
Bangkok’s landscape in King Chulalongkorn’s reign were much greater. The areas to the
north and west were now the headquarters of the royal-focused nation-state.

This trend of the Western-style residence was in place since the reign of King
Mongkut and during the mid-nineteenth century, the seemingly western style buildings

became the residences of the members of the royal family and nobles. Like typical

missionaries and foreigners’ houses in the same period, most of the western style

18 pirasri Povatong, “Building Siwilai: Transformation of Architecture and Architectural Practice

in Siam during the Reign of Rama V, 1868-1910” (Doctoral dissertations, University of Michigan,
2011), 191.
1 1bid,, 75.
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houses of the Siamese elite were constructed with wood. Only a few were built with
bricks."*°

These types of palaces and houses were similar to what is called the ‘bungalow’.
Its main characteristic was a large overhang and balcony in the front or surrounding
rooms with a steeply pitched roof and one or two frontal staircases. It was mainly made

121 The style was, in fact, the suburban and rural house

of wood with fine carving details.
of the staff of the British East India Company, which was adapted from the indigenous
Bengal house in the end of the eighteenth century. It spread across the Indian sub-
continent and then to the British Strait Settlements in the nineteenth century. In this
respect, the Siamese elite seemed to join the trend adopted by Indian aristocrats and
merchants in seeing the house form, as Anthony D. King has pointed out, as “the basis
of “Western-style” developments, manifesting in style and scale, the ranking and status

»122

of its occupants. However, in the case of Siam, according to Fusinpaiboon (2014), the

space of the house still conformed to Siamese beliefs and dwelling practices. In other

words, the Siamese elites preferred to build the traditional Siamese houses with some

123

adaptations to make them appear to have western tastes.”” As a result, the different

129 chomchon Fusinpaiboon, “Modernisation of Building: The Transplantation of the Concept of

Architecture from Europe to Thailand, 1930s—1950s” (Doctoral dissertation, University of
Sheffield, 2014), 161.

121 phusadee Tiptas, Chang Farang Nai Krung Siam [Western Architect in Siam] (Bangkok:
Chulalongkorn University Press, 2002), 2.

122 Anthony D. King, The Bungalow: The Production of a Global Culture (London;Boston;:
Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1984), 59.

123 chomchon Fusinpaiboon, “Modernisation of Building: The Transplantation of the Concept of
Architecture from Europe to Thailand, 1930s—1950s” (Doctoral dissertation, University of
Sheffield, 2014), 161.
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looks between the houses of Siamese aristocrats and commoners were even more
obvious.

In addition, the modernization of Bangkok during this period was seemingly part
of the global trend where an unprecedented scale of embellishment and

monumentalization of urban spaces was found in Europe and in its colonies.*?*

During
the period of the half century before World War |, national pride and status in the
worldview were very important. The capital cities of newly unified nations, such as
Rome and Berlin, as well as London financed monumental architecture in order to

1251 Sjam, new buildings within the walled compound of the

signify these concerns.
Grand Palace and in the new royal complex at Dusit Park constructed during King
Chulalongkorn’s reign, in particular, represented the court’s Westernized tastes. In the

126 Not

1870s and 1880s, large building projects were carried out by foreign contractors.
only did this Western-design architecture make the Siamese ruling elite appear to be on
par with the Westerners in the worldview, but also in eyes of the indigenous Siamese,
which, according to Noobanjong (2003), “offered a discourse of empowerment and
legitimization for the Oppressor, while simultaneously muffling the voice of the

Oppressed.”*?’

124 Maurizio Peleggi, Lords of Things: The Fashioning of the Siamese Monarchy's Modern Image

(Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 2002), 76.
125, .
Ibid.
Ibid., 81.
127 oom pong Noobanjong, “Power, Identity, and the Rise of Modern Architecture: From Siam to
Thailand” (Doctoral dissertation, University of Colorado, 2003), 142-43.

126
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Figure 2-27: Bangkok map, 1910
Source: Royal Thai Survey Department
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Figure 2-30: Wimanmek Mansion, the King’s residence, Dusit Park, Bangkok, 1900
Source: National Archives of Thailand

Figure 2-31: A View of the Inner Section of Ratchadamnoen Avenue,
Source: National Archives of Thailand
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Besides these architectural and urban development influenced by the West,
Bangkok had other developments brought by western technology which went hand in
hand with city roads and streets including automobiles, largely owned by the Siamese
aristocracy, tramways, electricity, the telegraph, and the telephone (Figure 2-32, 2-
33).2%8 A horse-tramway, for example, was introduced by the Danes in 1888. It was later
electrified and extended in 1894. In the early 1890s, British and Danish merchants
formed the first narrow gauge railway company running a line from Bangkok to Paknam.
Later, the tramway company was amalgamated with an American electricity supply
company which was later taken over by Danish capital. Eventually, in 1950, the Siamese
government took over the whole operation,*® however the Bangkok tramway system
only ran until 1968. With the accelerated development and the new centralized
government of Bangkok, the city grew from approximately 100,000 people in 1850 to

around 360,000 in the 1910s, twelve times the size of the next largest city.**

128 porphant Ouyyanont, “Physical and economic change in Bangkok, 1851-1925,” Southeast

Asian Studies 36, no.4 (1999): 447.

129 Malcolm Falkus, “Early British Business in Thailand,” in British Business in Asia Since 1860, ed.
R.P.T. Davenport-Hines and Geoffrey Jones (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1989), 120-
21.
139 Cited in Christopher John Baker, and Pasuk Phongpaichit, A History of Thailand (New York:

Cambridge University Press, 2005), 99.
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Figure 2-32: Members of the ro

_—

.

yal family displayed their new automobiles in a cavalcade along
Ratchadamnoen Avenue, 1905
Source: National Archives of Thailand.

Figure 2-33: Tramways on Ratchadamnoen Road, 1911.
Source: National Archives of Thailand.
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2.3. The Rise of Siamese Nationalist Ideology

Nationalism and Refashioning the National Culture (1910-WW II)

Except during the war years, the period between 1910 to World War Il is
considered the core period of Siamese nationalism. One of the reasons for nationalist
ideology is that during these years, the Siamese ruling classes initiated several projects
and campaigns in direct response to the Siamese circumstances both domestically and
internationally. King Vajiravudh and Phibunsongkhram were the key figures of this
period. The period of Nationalism in Siam is usually mentioned among academic
scholars of Siamese history as beginning with the reign of King Vajiravudh, who
succeeded King Chulalongkorn in 1910. The king himself is regarded as the one of the
most important people in the analysis of Siamese nationalism. The rise of nationalist
ideology came shortly after the previous Siamese territorial disputes with the Western
Powers since the late nineteenth century seemed to be tranquil. However, there was no
guarantee that the colonial dangers and encroachments upon Siam were over or not.
With this realization, according to King Vajiravudh, only unity between the groups and

the avoidance of conflict would create stability to keep the Siamese free.!

131 Khanakammakan munnithiphraboromrachanuson phrabatsomdet phramongkutklao

chaoyuhua (ed), Phraratchadamrat khong phrabatsomdetphramongkutklaochaoyuhua ruam
100 khrang [100 Royal Speeches of King Vajiravudh]. Cited in Andreas Sturm, “The King’s Nation:
A Study of the Emergence and Development of Nation and Nationalism in Thailand” (Doctoral
dissertation, London School of Economics and Political Science, 2006), 139.
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2.3.1. Responses to the Uncertainty of Western Influences

King Vajiravudh
King Vajiravudh, who lived in England from age 12 to 22, was educated at Oxford
and trained at Sandhurst. He was an aesthete with interests in literature, history, and

132 Eor example, he translated Shakespeare and Gilbert and Sullivan,

especially drama.
built a playhouse, and wrote 180 plays and countless essays."**> He was a proponent of
cultural artifacts and he desired to use them to promote Siamese patriotism and military
power.’** In 1912, he founded the Department of Fine Arts to preserve and develop the
art and craftsmanship of the country under one control.** In other words, the king,
according to Noobanjong (2003), “nationalized the production of all cultural artifacts in

Siam 7136

The king then used all genres of media and writing that he could as the main
method to instill a nationalistic mindset into the Siamese people, as well as to
disseminate his ideas about the nation. The print-languages, according to Benedict
Anderson, laid the bases for national consciousnesses. A language “enables a certain
group of people to think of their community in an unprecedented, spatiotemporal

definition.”*®’

132 Christopher John Baker, and Pasuk Phongpaichit, A History of Thailand (New York: Cambridge

University Press, 2005), 106.

3 Ibid.

3% Clarence T. Aasen, Architecture of Siam: A Cultural History Interpretation (Kuala Lumpur, New
York: Oxford University Press, 1998), 140.

3% Walter Vella, Chaiyo! King Vajiravudh the Development of Thai Nationalism (Honolulu: The
University Press of Hawaii, 1978), 232.

13 Koompong Noobanjong, “Power, Identity, and the Rise of Modern Architecture: From Siam to
Thailand” (Doctoral dissertation, University of Colorado, Denver, 2003), 242.

137 Andreas Sturm, “The King’s Nation: A Study of the Emergence and Development of Nation
and Nationalism in Thailand” (Doctoral Dissertation, London School of Economics and Political
Science, 2006), 44-45.
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Moreover, the king, the first Siamese monarch to be educated abroad, saw that

the jingoistic and nationalistic euphoria that he witnesses in Europe could be utilized in

138

state-building.””" Therefore, he tried to create the sense of belonging and identity for

the whole population through nationalist ideology.™**

To King Vajiravudh, nationalism
was exactly like royal nationalism, where the king was the representative of the nation,
and the ordinary people only needed to be “unified, obedient, and grateful, to the point

of self-sacrifice.” *4°

As the representative, the king, unlike his predecessors, was
separated from the nation by which everyone shared equal status regarding their
importance.

This understanding could be seen through one of King Vajiravudh’s slogans:
‘Nation-Religion-King’. This motto was analogous to that of the British: ‘God, King, and

141 He visualized these three institutions

Country’ demonstrating the Western import.
through the tricolor of a new national flag introduced in 1917. The colors of the flag:

red, white and blue, were the same as those of the allies in the First World War (France,

the United Kingdom and the United States) — the side on which Siam participated during

138 Walter Vella, Chaiyo! King Vajiravudh the Development of Thai Nationalism (Honolulu: The

University Press of Hawaii, 1978), xv; Andreas Sturm, “The King’s Nation: A Study of the
Emergence and Development of Nation and Nationalism in Thailand” (Doctoral dissertation,
London School of Economics and Political Science, 2006), 137-8.

3% Koompong Noobanjong, “Power, Identity, and the Rise of Modern Architecture: From Siam to
Thailand” (Doctoral dissertation, University of Colorado, Denver, 2003) 241.

149 Christopher John Baker, and Pasuk Phongpaichit, A History of Thailand (New York: Cambridge
University Press, 2005), 107.

I Walter Vella, Chaiyo! King Vajiravudh the Development of Thai Nationalism (Honolulu: The
University Press of Hawaii, 1978). xvi.
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the war.'*?

The reason for this was that the king desired to upgrade Siamese status in
the worldview as equivalent to those of Western powers. The king, nonetheless,
explained his idea of the tricolor in the way that it represented the elements of his
nationalist trinity: red represented the blood of the Siamese who sacrificed themselves
to protect the nation and religion; white stood for purity and therefore the Buddhist
dharma; blue was King Vajiravudh’s color and symbolized the monarchy.**

In the king’s view, the concept of royal nationalism was based on necessity to
maintain national sovereignty. In this regard, the monarch was not only the symbol of
the nation, but also the natural leader. In addition, he declared “the people must be
respectful and loyal to the king, who received the people’s mandate to use his power on
their behalf to protect the nation and to promote the common good.”*** Although the
concepts of the monarch between his father’s reign and his were different — the former
considered the nation embedded in the monarch, whereas the latter emphasized the
nation as an independent entity led by the king, there was a common ground in which
the power of the monarch was absolute and unchallengeable. King Vajiravudh was

aware of this issue and that it might dissatisfy those who were not part of the privileged

circles; therefore, he gave lectures to bureaucrats and contributed articles to the press

2 Andreas Sturm, “The King’s Nation: A Study of the Emergence and Development of Nation

and Nationalism in Thailand” (Doctoral dissertation, London School of Economics and Political
Science, 2006), 143.

%3 Chanida Phrompayak Phueaksom, Kanmueang nai prawattisat thongchat thai [Politics in the
History of Thai National Flag] (Bangkok: Matichon Press, 2003), 68-69, 78. Cited in Andreas
Sturm, “The King’s Nation: A Study of the Emergence and Development of Nation and
Nationalism in Thailand” (Doctoral dissertation, London School of Economics and Political
Science, 2006), 143.

14 Koompong Noobanjong, “Power, Identity, and the Rise of Modern Architecture: From Siam to
Thailand” (Doctoral dissertation, University of Colorado, Denver, 2003), 241-2.
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15 Nonetheless, his claim of

in order to present his views of the nation and nationalism.
royal position granted by the people was still subject to question. There were at least

two attempts of a military coup, and perhaps one plan of palace revolution in his

reign.146

Royal National Building: Wild Tigers

According to his nationalist ideology, King Vajiravudh inaugurated the Wild
Tigers Corps on 1 May 1911 — six months and eight days after he became king. This
project was quickly made possible because he had planned to create such an
organization for many years before he became the king. The idea of the corps began in

1905, when the king introduced war games to his court pages at Saranrom Palace.**’ H

e
viewed the corps project as a new instrument for bringing the nation together in the
way in which it could break “the narrow interests, personal and departmental, of civil
servants”; stimulate “martial values”; and above all; create “a new national spirit, the
spirit of the Wild Tigers” among the Siamese people.**® ‘Wild Tiger’, the name of the
organization, was an old one that, according to King Vajiravudh, referred to men who

“kept watch on the frontiers of the country, observing enemy movements, sending back

reports to aid the Siamese army.” The Siamese nation owed its prosperity and survival

14> Christopher John Baker, and Pasuk Phongpaichit, A History of Thailand (New York: Cambridge

University Press, 2005), 106.

148 Christopher John Baker, and Pasuk Phongpaichit, A History of Thailand (New York: Cambridge
University Press, 2005), 106.

% Walter Vella, Chaiyo! King Vajiravudh the Development of Thai Nationalism (Honolulu: The
University Press of Hawaii, 1978), 28-29.

'8 |bid,
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to this corps.**

The reference to this old corps was suitable for King Vajiravudh’s idea to
unite all Siamese people as in the past when there was no division between civilian and
military groups. Every young man served their country in war — only after such service
were men considered civilians.

To the king, Siam, a small country surrounded by enemies, expected all men “to
become strong, to know how to defend the country, to gain expertise in arms, to begin

k’.”**° The members of the

to learn the arts of war ‘as soon as they were able to wal
Tiger corps were, therefore, expected to support the military in time of need. They had
to learn and put into practice proper discipline and learn how to march and drill. They
had to participate in various ceremonies and fetes, and practice field exercises on
maneuver."

To bring citizen and soldier together was King Vajiravudh’s aim to bring a new
spirit of unity to the nation. All Siamese people, whether civilian or soldier, must see
themselves as part of the nation. They must be “equally willing to do their jobs, equally
willing to make sacrifices of personal comfort, personal advantage, even life itself, for

"1>2 These new concepts for national unity were reflected in a

the good of the nation.
new structure of the organization of the loyalties and ranks of the civil bureaucracy.

Positions in regular departments were not valid in the Wild Tigers. A person with a high

position in a ministry, for instance, might only be a common soldier in the Wild Tigers.

%9 speech to Wild Tigers, May 26, 1911, in Plukchai suapa, p. 1-9. Cited in Vella, Chaiyo! King

Vajiravudh the Development of Thai Nationalism, 29.
Y0 vella, Chaiyo! King Vajiravudh the Development of Thai Nationalism, 30.
151 .
Ibid., 38.
2 bid., 31.
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The reason for this was that the discipline and the stability of any group depended on
everyone’s obeying the orders of those whose responsibility it was to give them. In the
Wild Tigers, every man must obey his Wild Tiger officer, no matter what position he
might hold outside.**

This project might seem to be inspired by the Boy Scout movement that
originated in England in 1908, and quickly spread to Germany, France, Russia, and the
United States. The idea of inspiration, nonetheless, was not the case of Siam. Even
though the king’s appreciation of such an organization to strengthen the nationalism
stimulated the Wild Tiger movement, the concepts of the two movements were
drastically different. The Boy Scout movement was an entirely youth-directed and
nonmilitary concept, while the Wild Tigers Corps was basically a paramilitary
organization made up of volunteers who were recruited at first from among the
members of the civilian bureaucracy.” Furthermore, the Boy Scout came too late to
have been responsible for the Wild Tiger idea as King Vajiravudh already had the idea
about the corps as early as 1905, when he introduced war games to his court pages.'*
The membership in the corps, though declared as voluntary, was in essence, practically

156

compulsory for the higher civil service officials.”” In addition, anyone who was not

enrolled in the organization, according to a foreign commentator, “was regarded as a

153 speech to Wild Tigers, July 4, 1911, in Plukchai suapa, 58-71. Cited in Vella, Chaiyo! King
Vajiravudh the Development of Thai Nationalism, 34.

Y% vella, Chaiyo! King Vajiravudh the Development of Thai Nationalism, 27.

155 Vella, Chaiyo! King Vajiravudh the Development of Thai Nationalism, 28-29.

136 Bangkok Times, September 21, 1911
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"137 As a result, some overzealous officials put

suspicious and untrustworthy person.
pressure on their subordinates to join the corps in order to impress the king. By early
1912, the corps had about 4,000 members.'*®

The Wild Tiger Corps was usually regarded as the king’s own. The corps acted as

1391t also, according to

a royal guard and as a vehicle to display loyalty to the throne.
Vella (1978), functioned as a kind of club for King Vajiravudh himself, which was an
extension of the club he tried to establish at Saranrom Palace when he was a prince.*®
He was involved in every step of the organization — he designed the Tigers’ uniforms and
badges, wrote the Tigers’ songs, led the Tigers’ parades, organized the Tigers'’
maneuvers, established the Tigers’ oath, and wrote the Tiger’s rules of discipline. He
also composed the Tigers’ mottos, one of which read: “Give up life rather than honor,”

161

and was emblazoned on its flags, badges, and signs.” The king’s contribution to every

step of the Tigers was said to be because the Tigers provided him with the sense of total
control, which he never received from the regular government.®?

The king spent much time, attention, and money on the Tigers which
consequently created the jealousy of many young army officers who felt that they were

treated unfairly compared to the Wild Tigers. To them, they, not the Tigers, represented

a real defense of the nation. They were dissatisfied with the privileges of the

157 .
Ibid.
%8 Cited in Vella, Chaiyo! King Vajiravudh the Development of Thai Nationalism, 37.
Christopher John Baker, and Pasuk Phongpaichit, A History of Thailand (New York: Cambridge
University Press, 2005), 106.
180 Walter Vella, Chaiyo! King Vajiravudh the Development of Thai Nationalism (Honolulu: The
University Press of Hawaii, 1978), 33-34.
161 .
Ibid.
2 |bid,
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paramilitary Wild Tiger Corps, and the waste of money by the royal household. The
money spent by the king would be better invested in weapons in order to protect the

163

nation in case of war.”” Even though some of them wanted to join the Tiger Corps,

military men were not allowed to do so. Only a few high officers were designated

III

members in this “special” category. The reason for this exclusiveness was that the
military did not need the training that the corps received.'®* Nonetheless, this group of
young army officers were eventually arrested for complicity in a planned coup d’état in
1912. Their abortive coup in 1912 was, in part, a result of their jealousy, together with
the earlier resentment of the military group to the monarchy which had accumulated
since the late period of King Chulalongkorn’s reign.'®® Regardless of the aborted coup of
1912 and the criticisms of the Wild Tigers, King Vajiravudh kept the Wild Tigers active.
His continued interest was clearly seen through his authorship of a play, Huachai nakrop

(Soul of a Warrior) in 1913. It was used to propagate and extol the virtues of the Tiger

corps and of the Boy Scouts, a youth version of the Wild Tigers.*®®

183 Cited in Andreas Sturm, “The King’s Nation: A Study of the Emergence and Development of

Nation and Nationalism in Thailand” (Doctoral Dissertation, London School o f Economics and
Political Science, 2006), 152-3.

164 Rian Srichandr and Netra Poonwiwat, Prawat pattiwat khrang raek khong thai r.s. 130 [The
First Revolution of Thailand, 1912] (Bangkok: Kim Li Nguan, 1960), 20-21.

18> viella, Chaiyo! King Vajiravudh the Development of Thai Nationalism, 45.
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99

www.manaraa.com



Figure 2-34: King Vajiravudh with the Wild Tigers corps
Source: National Archives of Thailand

The Boy Scout, literally the “Tiger Cubs” in Siamese language, was established as
a branch of The Wild Tiger by royal decree on 1 July 1911 and King Vajiravudh was scout
chief. His aim was to instill the high patriotic qualities of the Wild Tigers into the minds

187 |ts members, in the capital alone, rapidly increased from

of the younger generation.
more than 2,000 in 63 units by December 1911 to 21,500 in 177 units by 1922.%°

Similarly, the number of Wild Tigers also expanded, with the addition of almost 2,000

167 Bangkok Times, December 5, 1911.
188 chotmaihet suapa 2, no. 10 (February 1912): 666. Cited in Vella, Chaiyo! King Vajiravudh the

Development of Thai Nationalism, 43.
169

Henri Cucherousset, Quelques informations sur le Siam (Hanoi: I'Eveil Economique, 1925), 48.
ited in Vella, Chaiyo! King Vajiravudh the Development of Thai Nationalism, 43.
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70 The total membership by 1924 was reported to be over

new full members in 1915.
10,000.'7

The Wild Tigers had been variously evaluated — from high praise to complete
condemnation. On the negative side, it was usually condemned as a useless, wasteful,
gaudy show. On the other hand, it succeeded to the extent that it aroused a devotion to
the nation of Siamese people, as well as a commitment to national unity. The corps
impressed European observers in terms of discipline and national unity. For instance, in
the neighboring colony of French Indochina, the French were aware that “The king and
the Siamese aristocracy have created and are maintaining a Nationalist movement that

"172 yntil 1925, when King Vajiravudh passed away, the

it would be a mistake to ignore.
Wild Tigers corps was sluggish, and quietly ended during the reign of King Prajadhipok.

In 1939, its property was transferred to the National Scout Organization of Thailand who

took care of the Boy Scout organization and which is still active until the present time.”?

70 chotmaihet suapa 9, no. 6 (October 1915): 595-608; 10, no. 1 (November 1915): 679-711; 10,
no. 8 (December 1915): 807-811; 10, no.9 (January 1916): 897-916. Cited in Vella, Chaiyo! King
Vajiravudh the Development of Thai Nationalism, 48.

1. A. Graham, Siam (London: Moring, 1924), vol. 1: 242.

72 Bangkok Times, January 31, 1912. The article was based largely on an article by Lunet de
Lajonquiere in the Bulletin de I’Asia francaise. Cited in Vella, Chaiyo! King Vajiravudh the
Development of Thai Nationalism, 52.

73 prartchakitjanubeksa [The Royal Gazette], praratchabunyat haithrupsinkongsuapa
tokpenkhong kanaluksuahangchat [The transfer of Wild Tigers’ property to National Scout
Organization Act] 50 (1939), 1523.
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2.3.2. Remaking the Nation

The Political Revolution

Not until 1932, when the situation in Siam became crucial, that the absolute
monarchy was finally overthrown in a political revolution by a coalition of educated
military and civilian elites called the ‘People’s Party’. This occurred during the reign of
King Prajadhipok, who succeeded King Vajiravudh, in 1925. In his reign, many of the
reforms launched by his predecessors continued and further improvements were also
made in transportation and communications.’’* The increase of the adoption of modern
technology and administrative methods enhanced the effective authority of the
absolute monarchy, but also provided opponents of the king the possibility to challenge

75 The old relationships of patronage were replaced by

the traditional power of the king.
the nation-state. The status of people as independent merchants, professionals, and
intellectuals created the new urban middle class. This new community no longer
depended on the government’s support and could begin to come to grips with Siam’s
problems independently of those in power.”® Moreover, they had more opportunities
to compare Siam to the outside world, thus they demanded that progress was more
widely shared, and redefined the purpose of the nation-state as the well-being of the

177

nation’s members.””” On the other hand, the influential and conservative princes and

nobles surrounding the king saw no reason to make any changes. They wanted to keep

74D G.E. Hall, A History of South-East Asia (London: Macmillan, 1960), 676.

75 Erank C. Darling, Thailand and the United States (Washington, D.C.: Public Affairs Press,
1965), 22.

176 David K. Wyatt, Thailand: A Short History (New Haven; London: Yale University Press, 2003),
239.

77 Chris Baker and Pasuk Phongpaichit, A History of Thailand. 2nd ed. (Melbourne: Cambridge
University Press, 2009), 105.
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the existing form of government. They hindered any moves of King Prajadhipok toward
a more liberal form of government. The king once stated: “the power of the Monarchy
depends more upon public approval than upon ancient prestige or more political

n178

theory. Even though, the king tried to liberalize the traditional political system, his

poor health and retiring nature prevented him from making any serious attempts to do
50.179

His failure to grant any democratic reforms stirred up widespread dissatisfaction
among the small but growing middle class. This group of people included commoners
who had studied abroad and had been influenced by the Western democratic ideas.
After they returned to Siam, they were disappointed with their positions in the civil
service which provided them with insufficient incomes. They expected a more influential
and respectful role in the government. However, any changes in the government
seemed to be too difficult to make possible. The reform became the best choice for
them to overthrow the traditional system and establish a more modern form of
government. In addition, their discontent was exacerbated by the Great Depression that

hit Siam in the early 1930s and which this group of Siamese middle class suffered the

worst impacts through salary cuts and taxes on salaries.*®

78 The Government of Siam (Bangkok: The Bangkok Times Press, 1926), 9. Cited in Walter F.

Vella, The Impact of the West on Government in Thailand (Berkley; Los Angeles: University of
California Press, 1955), 357

Y9 Erank C. Darling, Thailand and the United States (Washington, D.C.: Public Affairs Press,
1965), 25.

180 pavid K. Wyatt, Thailand: A Short History (New Haven; London: Yale University Press, 2003),
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On 24 June 1932, when King Prajadhipok was at his summer palace at Hua Hin,
machine guns, tanks, and other military equipment raced through the streets to various
palaces in Bangkok.'®" About forty important people were held prisoner in the Throne
Hall and the revolutionary group, the People’s Party, sent an ultimatum to the king.'®?
The king, who had already drafted the first constitutions, (but was rejected by the
supreme council) with no other choice, quickly replied that he was willing to remain on
the Throne as a constitutional monarch and that he had always favored granting the

183 Consequently, the first permanent constitution was granted by

people a constitution.
the king on 10 December 1932. This day has thus since, been marked as Siam’s
Constitution Day, a national holiday to commemorate Siam’s adoption of a
constitutional monarchy in 1932. The country was then dominated by a handful of the
Promoters of the 1932 coup until 1957.

The more progressive limitations of the king’s power was clearly seen in
September 1934 when King Prajadhipok’s objection to three Assembly bills amending
the Penal Code, regulating military establishments, and defining criminal procedure was
withheld. His ancient prerogatives as “Lord of Life” were repudiated.'® Only a majority
in the Assembly was required to predominate over any vote. The king fell out with the

military and then went abroad for medical treatment. On 2 March 1935, while living in

England, he announced his abdication from the throne and his intention to reside there

181 Kenneth Perry Landon, Thailand in transition: a brief survey of cultural trends in the five years

since the Revolution of 1932 (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1939), 9 — 10.

2 |bid.

'8 Ibid.

8% Virginia Thompson, Thailand: The New Siam (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1941), 86-
7.
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for the future.'®

Prince Ananda Mahidol, the ten-year-old king’s nephew who was at
school in Switzerland, was immediately proclaimed king after King Prajadhipok’s
abdication. During this time, the monarchy was basically absent from Siam because the
new king had remained in Switzerland until 1946, except for a visit to Bangkok in 1938-
39.

After the end of absolute monarchy, Siam experienced sporadic interventions.
There were two major incidents before the premiership of Phibunsongkhram, who
ushered a new era Siam’s history regarding ‘nation-building’. The first one was the
Siamese coup d’état of June 1933 where the army and navy successfully seized the
power of the government. Another one, that occurred in the same year, was the
Boworadet Rebellion led by the royalist Prince Boworadet. This was a consequence of
the conflicts between the previous royalist regime and the succeeding constitutional
regime following the Revolution in 1932. Eventually, the government defeated the
Boworadet revolt and Phibunsongkhram, who played a major role in suppressing this
rebellion, then came to public prominence until he became a prime minister in 1938.*%

Phibunsongkhram’s first premiership ran from the end of 1938 to mid-1944
which nearly coincided with World War Il. His policies, therefore, had a great deal to do
with the way in which Siam had lived their wartime experience. Not much different from
the earlier regimes, Siam during his time was shaped by his power and personality, more

like a dictator even though his position had come through the process of a call for

democracy. In the absence of the monarchy for the first time in Siamese history, which

185 .
Ibid.
"% phibunsongkhram served as Prime Minister of Thailand from 1938 to 1944 and 1948 to 1957.
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abdicated in 1935, the new ruling group had to build up legitimacy and credibility. To
legitimize the power, Phibunsongkhram exploited the old concepts of nationhood which
were Nation, Religion, and King as the basis of his strategy — the first two were to be
reinterpreted, whereas the last one was to be abolished and replaced. Emphasizing the
utmost importance of the nation became his ultimate goal. His government, therefore,

initiated many projects and campaigns accordingly.

Siamese Cultural Mandates

According to the nationalistic ideas of Phibunsongkhram, as well as to legitimize

his power, the nation was recognized as the state, which was interpreted as state-led.*®’

In the context of a global war that Siam could not avoid, Phibunsongkhram’s plan was to
strengthen the country in order to remake the nation. In this regard, his most visible and
straightforward project was to change the country’s name from Siam to Thailand on 23
June 1939. The reason for this, Phibunsongkhram argued, was to clearly define the
country by race, rather than by its geography like the old “Siam”.*®® In other words, the
country was signified that it belonged to the Thai as opposed to the economically

189

dominant Chinese. Moreover, ‘Thailand’ means ‘Land of the Free’, and, to

%7 Andreas Sturm, “The King’s Nation: A Study of the Emergence and Development of Nation

and Nationalism in Thailand” (Doctoral Dissertation, London School of Economics and Political
Science, 2006), 171.

188 Craig J. Reynolds, Seditious Histories: Contesting Thai and Southeast Asian Pasts (Seattle:
University of Washington Press, 2006), 245.

189 David K. Wyatt, Thailand: A Short History (New Haven; London: Yale University Press, 2003),
254,
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Phibunsongkhram, it emphasized his idea that the country was free from foreign
powers, as well as the royalist past.*®

Not only was the nation reinterpreted, but Siamese culture was also redesigned.
Like the previous regimes, the perception of the civilization of the country to the outside
world was also Phibunsongkhram’s aim. In his view, the nation’s success mainly
depended upon the culture. “A Thai with a good culture must be a real Thai at heart. He
must really love Thai, do everything for Thai and have hope into the Thai nation. This
will result in the development of the nation onto the same level as other civilized

71901 this regard, his government initiated twelve cultural mandates as a

countries.
policy, or what Baker (2009) defined as ‘state edicts’, which were called ‘ratthaniyom’ in
Thai. Six were introduced in 1939, three in 1940, two in 1941 and one in 1942192
Phibunsongkhram first introduced ‘ratthaniyom’ to his national audience on the

National Day in 1939 as follows:

Ratthaniyom is similar to the proper type of etiquette to be observed by
all civilized people. In this term is included ‘public power,” which is
derived from public opinion. Public opinion brings public power, and this
enables either the reformation, or the suppression of a minority of

people who are stubborn and not desiring to become reformed.*

% Andreas Sturm, “The King’s Nation: A Study of the Emergence and Development of Nation

and Nationalism in Thailand” (Doctoral Dissertation, London School of Economics and Political
Science, 2006), 171.

%1 Cited in Andreas Sturm, “The King’s Nation: A Study of the Emergence and Development of
Nation and Nationalism in Thailand” (Doctoral Dissertation, London School of Economics and
Political Science, 2006), 170.

%2 Thamsook Numnonda, Thailand and the Japanese Presence, 1941-45 (Singapore: Institute of
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The twelve mandates on these aspects are as follows***:

(1) The names of the country, people, and nationality: The name of the country
changed to “Thailand”, and its nationality was “Thai”.**

(2) Protecting the nation's security: e.g. Thai people must not engage in any
business without considering the benefit and safety of the nation.'*®

(3) The name of the Thai people: Using the name 'Thai' to refer to all Thai
people, without subdividing them — no more "northern Thais", "southern
Thais", or "Muslim Thais".*’

(4) Saluting the national flag, the national anthem, and the royal anthem: e.g.
When the national anthem is heard, whether played for official purposes or
for any kind of ceremony, participants or attendees have to honor the
anthem according to regulation or custom.'*®

(5) The use of the Thai products: e.g. Thai people should make an effort to
consume only food made from Thai produce.**®

(6) The melody and lyrics of the national anthem: e.g. The lyrics of the national
anthem are ones submitted by the army.?*

(7) Calling the Thais to build their nation: Every Thais has to help build the

nation. Every able person must work at stable career. The ones who do not

% Thamsook Numnonda, “Pibulsongkram's Thai Nation-Building Programme during the

Japanese Military Presence, 1941-1945,” Journal of Southeast Asian Studies 9, no. 2 (1978): 235.
195 Office of the Prime Minister, Prartchakitjianubeksa [The Royal Gazette] vol. 56 (1939), 810.
196 .
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will be regarded as unhelpful and do not deserve respects from the Thai
people.?%

(8) The royal anthem: Lyrics of the royal anthem were shortened, and the word
“Siam” is replaced with “Thai”.?%?

(9) The Thai language and the duty of good citizens: e.g. Thai people must extol,
honor and respect the Thai language, and must feel honored to speak it.>*

(10) The dress of the Thais: e.g. Thai people should not appear at public
gatherings, in public places, or in city limits without being appropriately
dressed. Inappropriate dress includes wearing only underpants, wearing no
shirt, or wearing a wraparound cloth.?%*

(11) The daily routine of the Thais: e.g. Thai people should divide their time into
three parts: one for work, one for personal activities, and one for rest and
sleeping. This should be done orderly and properly scheduled until it
becomes a habit.”*

(12) Protecting and assisting the children, the elderly, and the handicapped: e.g.
In public places or roads, people should assist and protect the children, the

elderly, or the handicapped to be safe from any danger during their

journey.206

21 Office of the Prime Minister, Prartchakitianubeksa [The Royal Gazette] vol. 56 (1940), 3641.
292 Office of the Prime Minister, Prartchakitjianubeksa [The Royal Gazette] vol. 57 (1940), 78.
203 .

Ibid, 151.
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His desire was to uplift the national spirit and moral code of the nation, and to

instill progressive tendencies and a ‘newness’ into Thai life.?%’

These cultural policies
were strengthened by other acts and policies. They prescribed Thai people how to live,
to behave or to eat along modern lines. Thai people, for example, were required to
dress in a modern fashion — the men in coats, trousers, shirts, and tie; women in skirts,
blouses, hats, and gloves; and all in shoes. Contests were arranged to promote modern
dress. Additionally, some western habits were suggested such as using forks and spoons,
wearing hats, and even Kkissing their wife before leaving the house. *°® To
Phibunsongkhram, Thailand needed all of this in the interest of progress and civilization

in order to be accepted in the worldview as one of the modern nations.’®

Even though
Phibunsongkhram encouraged Thai people to forswear imports and consume only Thai

products, and some of his policies were regarded as antiforeign and even xenophobic,

these mandates were in many respects along the Western lines.”*°

27 Thamsook Numnonda, Thailand and the Japanese Presence, 1941-45 (Singapore, 1977), 23.
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University Press, 2009), 133.

2% David K. Wyatt, Thailand: A Short History (New Haven; London: Yale University Press, 2003),
255.

*1% bid.

208

110

www.manaraa.com



ki & CATRNE
Tmuﬁﬁ';
—_%ﬁ“umiu 5

AANUAIMULUUR Asucamunuui
3 3 au1 mawﬂuﬁ"{mgudu Wio InadmAva a9
wari “ﬁ wassmunawun wilimumaiuudna _wiadsnanin
Tnuw aummd)n WIB MWL muuvulnom udumﬂamanmu.uu it

tﬂﬂﬂ%ﬂuu ma‘lﬁmunumann  lamendsingG aﬂu»an‘lwammsuu..m
.muf 1w ma’]“”ﬂ'urg”"- war waeh uumm JamnAn

L ﬂtﬂmdmm.u?amuam

R e 3N
® Wi waon

Flgure 2-35: Poster showmg “D0O” and “DON’'T” for appropriated Thai culture
Source: 100-year remembrance of Phibunsongkhram, July 14, 1997.

According to these cultural policies, Phibunsongkram’s focus was “to make Thai

7211 The ‘new Thailand’ under his government was where a

people truly Thai.
combination of true Thai would work together in friendship to unite the nation.”*
People were no longer to be described as ‘northern Thai’, ‘northeastern Thai’, and so
on. To confirm the membership of the national community, Chinese and other non-Thai
people needed to speak and act in certain ways. The reform of the Thai language was

then created in the way that everyone was encouraged to learn and speak the Thai

dialect of the central region. According to Benedict Anderson in his Imagined

21 Chris Baker, and Pasuk Phongpaichit, A History of Thailand. 2nd ed. (Melbourne: Cambridge
University Press, 2009), 132-3.

12 saichon Sattayanurak, Chat thai lae khwam pen thai doi luang wichit wathakan [‘Thai nation
and Thainess according to Luang Wichit Wathakan’] (Bangkok: Sinlapa Watthanatham, 2002),
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Communities, “Much the most important thing about language is its capacity for
generating imagined communities, building in effect particular solidarities.”*** The
reform of the Thai language was also the reaction against the pressure of the Japanese
to introduce Japanese in Thai schools during the war years. To promote Thai language,
the government commission would like to make the language “easier to read and easier
to write.” They, therefore, modified the language with “a simplified alphabet, regular
phonic spelling, unique pronouns that ignored distinction of gender and status, and
standard versions for greeting (sawasdee) and other common usages.” In 1942, a
National Culture Commission was established to define and disseminate Thai culture.”**
At the same time, this simplification included the abolition of the royal language
and the use of official titles from the absolutist era. According to Sivaraksa (1991), the
reform of language did not only diminish the importance of the monarchy by
‘equalizing’ the language, but also, one way or another, helped Phibunsongkhram
legitimize his power by making him look like King Ramkhamhaeng who was regarded by

215

Thais as the ‘inventor’ of Thai alphabets.”™ Similarly, this same strategy to legitimize his

power after the end of absolute monarchy was also applied to architecture built during

213 Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of

Nationalism (London; New York: Verso, 2006), 133.

21 Chris Baker, and Pasuk Phongpaichit, A History of Thailand. 2nd ed. (Melbourne: Cambridge
University Press, 2009), 132-3.

2% Sulak Sivaraksa, “The Crisis of Siamese Identity”, in National Identity and Its Defenders:
Thailand, 1939-1989, ed. Craig Reynolds (Victoria: Aristoc, 1991), 41-58.
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his period by which the royalist symbolism and the hierarchical spatial organization in

Thai architecture were reduced and abolished.?®

2.3.2. The Growth of Bangkok during 1910 - WW I

This period began with the reign of King Vajiravudh (1910-1925) who had a
different focus than his predecessors. The investments in land and shophouses as in the
previous reign were not the emphasis of his reign, as there is no record of large-scale
shophouse construction during this period.?!” In addition, the development of the road
network had also slowed down due to the government’s financial difficulties. A large
portion of the government’s expenditure was on defense, royal affairs, and public
investment such as railways and irrigation.?*® Nonetheless, the city wall and city gate
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were demolished in the 1910s for building roads, housing, and rowhouses.””” As time

progressed, land vehicles became more common, while waterway transportation

declined.*°

The age of the canals in Bangkok was over, yet they continued to play a
major role on the pattern of physical expansions thereafter. In the 1910s, less than 7-8

percent of Bangkok’s population lived in floating houses.

2% For further discussion on architecture built after the end of absolute monarchy see Chatri

Prakitnonthakarn, “From Old-Siam to New-Thai: Social and Political Meaning in Architecture
During 1892-1957 A.D.” (Master Thesis, Chulalongkorn University 2003); Chatri
Prakitnonthakarn, Kanmuang lae sangkhom nai silapasatthapatayagam siam samai thai prayuk
chat niyom [Political and Social Factors in Art and Architecture during the period of Siamese
Nationalism] (Bangkok: Matichon Publishing, 2004).
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